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GENTLEMEN, 5 
T Paſſed the years 1779 and 1780 in Switzerland: that country ſwarms 
with a hardy race of inhabitants, who, for time immemorial, have 
bore the character of making remarkable good ſoldiers ; they are not 
only trained to arms from their childhood, and regularly diſciplined two 

months in every year, but the common diverſion alſo of the country is 

to fire at a mark, three hundred yards diſtance, with a rifled barrel 


flirelock. At this they are ſo expert that it is rare for two men in 


ten to miſs. Cuſtoms and manners of this kind muſt naturally catch the 
attention of every military man who only paſſes through the country at 
any time; but they made a particular impreſſion on me, who had ob- 
ſerved, with deep regret, the extravagant price paid by Britain to German 
princes for much worſe ſoldiers; I had thought. their remaining partly 
bound to our King, and partly to their own ſovereign, muſt create 
greater confuſion in the ſervice, and be attended with ſtill worſe conſe- 
quences than it has; though to this cauſe I then chiefly attributed the 
_ diſaſter of Saratoga, and at this day cannot but think it tended to accel- 
Erate the fate of our army at York-town and Glouceſter. I laid myſelf 
out to examine how far it might be poſlible to raiſe Swiſs troops for the 
tervice of Britain; and found the general wiſh of the people, in all the 
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Proteſtant cantons, to be ſtrongly in favour of Britain againſt France, 
Their attachment to the names of Religion and Liberty is enthuſiaſtic ; 
their horror of Papiſts yet ſtrong, though declining ; and their hatred 
and jealouſy of France pretty much the ſame as thoſe paſſions were in 
the people of Scotland, towards England, at the Union. There is, 
indeed, a ſtriking reſemblance throughout, between what is now the 
fituation of France, with reſpect to Switzerland, as was, before the 
Union, between England and Scotland. France has uniformly, ſince the 
Italian wars, adopted the fame policy towards the Swiſs, as Elizabeth 
did towards the Scotch : but King William is the only Britiſh monarch 
who has attempted to make Switzerland a thorn. in the fide of France. 
It is remarkable that the democratic ſtates in Switzerland are all Roman 
Catholies; whether it proceeds from the love of liberty being ſtronger 
in them than that of religion, I cannot tell, but in going through the 
Roman Catholic cantons I found the people in general as hearty in their 
wiſhes for England as thoſe of the Proteſtant cantons: one and the 


| other areequally led, in a certain degree, by the love of gain. The whole 


country is perfectly perſuaded every Engliſhman is made of gold, and 
that whoever can get to that land of riches, makes his fortune; but more 
particularly ſo if they can reach our ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies, from 
whence about a dozen Swiſs officers have returned with fortunes of from. 
ten to twenty thouſand pounds, which 1s there looked upon as a very 
large ſum, ſince very few indeed are poſſeſſed of as much. I found every 
man I converſed with, whether noble or peaſant, perfectly perſuaded 
that, if England obtained the conſent of the States, ſhe might raiſe juſt 
as many men in Switzerland as ſhe judged proper ; but that it would 
{carce be poſſible to obtain that conſent while at war with France, who 
for a ſeries of years had been in the practice of granting penſions to indi- 
viduals of every canton, fave that of Schafthauſen with which France 

is but little connected. 
The gentlemen I was moſt intimate with told me this difficulty might 
be obviated, by giving commiſſions to the brothers and children of thoſe 
who 
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who governed the States, particularly at Berne, by much the largeſt and 
moſt populous canton, whoſe government is perfectly ariſtocratic. The 
nobility thereof, very numerous, very poor; and thoſe in power making 
the providing for themſelves and relations the principal obje& of 
their lives. 
My friends defired me to obſerve, that if the Engliſh got recruiting ren 
dezvouſes, either from the Emperor, or any other German prince, on tlie 
borders of Switzerland, jit would be difficult for the cantons to prevent 
their ſubjects from coming there, even if they ſhould attempt to do ſo, 
but that if the commiſſions were given amongſt the families of moſt 
eonſequence, whatever noiſe the States might outwardly make, I might 
be certain every underhand aſſiſtance that could be wiſhed for, would be 
given to ſuch a levy. 
Amongſt other people I talked theſe matters over with, was a gen- 
tleman of the name of Muller, belonging to one of the firſt families of 
Berne; he had ſerved long, and with great reputation, in the Dutch 
ſervice ; retiring at his marriage, the government of Berne had deſired 
bim to raiſe and diſcipline a battalion of Chaſſeurs, in the moſt moun- 
tainous part of the country called Oberhaſeli, where the inhabitants are 
remarkable for ſize, ſtrength, and agility. He had done ſo, and given 
fo much ſatisfaction in forming them, that he was appointed to com- 
mand a departement. 

Every man in the canton of Berne, between the ages of ſixty and 
fixteen, bears arms; and, as before obſerved, are regularly diſciplined 
two months in a year. They are divided into different corps, conſiſting 

of from 2 to 5000 men, according to the populouſneſs of the neighbour- 
hood they live in. Each divifion 1s called a Departement ; the command- 
ing officer thereof, Major de department. That which my acquaintance 
commanded was one of the largeſt in the canton : the whole buſineſs of 
his life was to diſcipline and ingratiate himfelf with the officers aud men 
of his corps. The nobility of Berne are remarkable for hauteur,. and 
the diſtance they keep the peaſants at, though frequently much richer 
than 
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than themſelves ; Major Muller was the only one I ſaw who, entirely 
throwing this afide, was extremely popular : he ſhewed me both the corps 
he had commanded, and the one he was then at the heF of: each ſeemed 
to me diſpoſed to follow him to the end of the world: and I found others 
were of the ſame opinion. He ſhewed me the offers he had made of 
raiſing a regiment for the ſervice of Pruſſia, towards the cloſe of the 
laſt war between that power and the Houſe of Auſtria, upon the Bavarian 
ſucceſſion ; and the King of Pruffia's anſwers to him, in his own hand. 
The firſt was to tell him that, from the character he had of him as an 
officer, and as capable of performing his offers of ſervice, he ſhould have 
accepted of them without heſitation, if a peace had not been in ſome 
forwardneſs ; that as things ſtood, he could give him as yet no poſitive 
anſwer ; the ſecond was to inform him, a peace was as good as con- 
cluded, his Majeſty had therefore no immediate occaſion for the corps 
he offered ; but hoped, if another opportunity occurred, he would 
renew his application ſomewhat ſooner, when he might depend on its 
meeting with ſucceſs. _ EC 5 
1 ſtaid with Major Muller fix weeks, and he put ſeveral papers in 
my hands, of the precautions and means to be taken for raiſing a corps 
of Swiſs for the Engliſh ſervice, without any open conſent of his can- 
ton; defiring me, if I found an opportunity of doing ſo, to lay them 
before the proper miniſter, and make ſuch alterations thereon as time 
and circumſtances might require. Telling me, at the ſame time, he 
had wrote to one of our miniſters fix months before, but had received 
no anſwer. : | 5 
Upon my return to London, in December, 1780, I waited upon Lord 
Amherſt, to inform him I had ſuch papers in my hands, and that if 
his Lordſhip thought the ſervices of the Swiſs would be acceptable, I 
would lay them before him, in the form of propoſals : at the ſame time 
I entered at large into the ſubject, giving my reaſons for thinking ſuch 
a leyy practicable as well as advantageous to Britain, who would not only 
. znereaſe her own forces thereby, at a cheaper rate than ſhe could get 
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German troops, but alſo decreaſe the forces of France, in proportion as 
ſhe increaſed her own. Lord Amherſt expreſſed his with to have my 
propoſals as ſoon as poſlible, in a warmer manner than is uſual for his 
Lordſhip to do: and two days after I delivered in my propoſals, nearly 
the ſame as thoſe the Chairmen of the India Company have ſince ſigned 
with me. The chief difference lay in America's being excepted from the 
places the Swiſs would engage to ſerve in. Blanks were left for the 
bounty-money and time the levy ſhould be completed in. Lord Am- 
herſt aſſured me my propoſals ſhould immediately be laid before his 
Majeſty and the Cabinet. And a few days after I received a letter from 
his Lordſhip, ſaying, he had done ſo, and that his Majeſty had af preſent 
no occaſion for the ſervice of ſuch a corps. I waited upon his Lordſhip, 
to know what the objections were; and found, as I expected, the article 
concerning America was not reliſhed. His Lordſhip ſaid, his Majeſty could 
not poſſibly take troops into his ſervicewho made a formal exception againſt 
going to any part of his dominions they might be uſeful in; that doubtleſs 
foreign troops would not be ſent to any place they had particular objections 
_ againſt, when their utility would in great meaſure depend on the cheer- 
fulneſs they ſerved with ; but that they muſt entirely rely upon his Ma- 
jeſty's grace and favour. I replied, they would willingly do fo; that the 
article was put in to ſhew, that was the ſervice moſt diſagreeable to them, 
and if that was underſtood, it was by no means inſiſted on that it ſhould 
ſtand part of the capitulation. 'The article was expunged. Sometime after- 
wards Lord Amherſt informed me by word of mouth, that my propoſals 
had been again diſcuſſed in Council, and difficulties aroſe upon bringing 
the troops, when raiſed, to Britain. Other miniſters I applied to told 
me the ſame ; and enquiring of them what were the princes of Ger- 
many that would be inclined to favour the levy, or thwart it? I drew 
up two different march routes from Switzerland to Oſtend and Stadt, 
ſhewing that the territories of the princes inimical to the intereſts of Britain 
might eaſily be avoided, and yet the march performed in thirtyor forty 
days at the utmoſt. When I laid this before Lord Amherſt, I obſerved 
C to 
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to him, that the King of England's right, as Elector of Hanover, was 
the ſame to march through Germany, as the King of Pruſſia's, as 
Elector of Brandenburg. Lord Amherſt promiſed to lay the routes and 
the obſervations I had made to him, before the Cabinet. And a few 
days afterwards I received a letter from his Lordſhip, informing me my 
propoſals had been diſcuſſed in the Cabinet, and that in conſequence 1 


was to fill up the blanks in my propoſals.. It was natural hereon for 
me to conclude that all objections were ſolved, fave what related to the 
| levy money, and time the troops. would take in raiſing. 

Towards the latter end. of February I received another letter from 
Lord Amherſt, ſaying again, that His Majeſty had at preſent no occaſion 
for the ſervice of a corps of Swiſs. And though I preſſed as much as 

| poſſible for an explanation of the words at preſent, I could get no other 
anſwer from his Lordſhip than that, as the buſineſs had been. fully diſ- 
cuffed in the Cabinet, which had not thought proper to give him 
any inſtructions on the ſubject, the Commander in Chief could not 
take ſuch a meaſure upon himſelf alone. Other miniſters told me the 
ſame thing as to the diſcuſſion. of the meaſure ;. and faid that, though 
no inſtructions had been given to the Commander in Chief, the Cabinet 
had expreſſed their opinion ſufficiently to authoriſe him to proceed if he 
choſe it. I imagined the real difficulty lay in an act of parliament 
being neceſſary for bringing foreign troops. for ever ſo ſhort a time into 
Britain; which, as it was in vain for me to preſs, I gave up farther 
thoughts of rhe bufineſs, till the news arrived of Hyder Ally's ſucceſs 
in the Eaſt-Indies ;. upon which I renewed my application to Lord 
Amherſt, deſiring him again to lay my propoſals before the Cabinet. 
His Lordſhip aſked me a few days afterwards, whether I was ſure the 
Swiſs would like to go to the Eaſt-Indies ; I gave him. my reaſons for 
being certain that they would prefer that ſervice to. any. other :. upon 
which he told me I ſhould hear farther from him in a ſhort time, and 
that I might in the mean time wait upon Mr, Devaynes, then Chairmen. 
of the. Campany.. 
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The fame aloha I received a letter from Major Muller, preſſing a 


decifive anſwer as ſoon as poſſible, becauſe he had received offers to 
raiſe a regiment for Holland; of this I immediately acquainted 
Lord Amherſt. 

I waited upon Mr. Devaynes, who informed me that the Com- 
pany had applied to Government for Britiſh troops, who had none 
to ſpare, but had offered them either the troops of German prin- 
ces, or thoſe I propoſed to raiſe. That the Company was of opinon 
it was ſafer for them, as they muſt have foreigners of ſome kind 
or other, to employ troops of the ſame deſcription as his Majeſty made 
uſe of in America. I ſaid every thing I could of the ſuperior quali- 
ties of the Swiſs, as well as of the leſſer expence, and advantages at- 
tending troops connected with no other power than Britain; but 
all I could urge did not ſeem to have much effect upon Mr. 
Devaynes. 
I heard nothing farther from Lord Amherſt till the 2 225 of 4 
when, having received another letter from Major Muller, ſaying, 
that if he got no anſwer by the return of the poſt, he ſhould conſider it 
as a refuſal, and engage with Holland; I went down to Whitehall, 
thinking both my friend and myſelftextremely ill- uſed, and with in- 
tention to demand the return of all the papers I had delivered in on 
that ſubject. Before I had time to do ſo, Lord Amherſt ſaid he was 
on the point of ſending for me, being juſt come out of the Cabinet, 
which had reſolved to accept of my propoſals for the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany; that. I muſt go immediately to Mr. Sullivan, and Sir William 
James, then Chairman of the Company, who were prepared to receive 
and finiſh the buſineſs with me. The reſt of my converſation with 
his Lordſhip will be beſt explained by the letter I wrote him on my 
return from Switzerland, a copy of which is annexed to this Memoe 
rial. Upon my quitting Lord Amherſt, I waited as his Lordſhip orders 
ed, on Mc. Sullivan, who told me he had never heard of my propoſals 
till that morning, when he attended the Cabinet by appointment, and 


though 
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though he was there informed of my offers being approved of, it was 
a ſubject of too much importance to be concluded in a hurry. He 
muſt have time to conſider it I explained to Mr. Sullivan that I had 
been negociating this levy with his Majeſty's miniſters ever ſince the 
month of December, that they aſſured me it had been diſcuſſed over and 
over again, and that my friends in Switzerland had received offers for ma- 
king the fame levy from Holland, which they were determined to ac- 
cept of if they did not get a poſitive anſwer from me by return of the 
poſt. I had promiſed it them by the mail which went that very night 
There was therefore an abſolute neceſſity for my preſſing him to ſay 
either yes, or no. Upon this Mr. Sullivan gave me authority to en- 
gage for one thouſand men, deferring the ſettlement of other particu- 
lars till our next meeting, which he appointed to be on the 26th of 
April, at ten o'clock in the morning. In the interim he would look over 
ſome papers at the India-Houſe, relative to the Swiſs troops raiſed by 
the Company about twenty years ago, which would help him to form 
 Joine judgment on a buſineſs of this nature. 
I acquainted Major Muller of what was already ps upon, deſi- 
ring him not to give the leaſt hint of our intentions to any one, but 
io conſider well in his own mind what gentlemen I ſhould offer com- 
miſſions to, as ſoon as I got to Switzerland. 

On thie Friday morning! returned to Mr. Sullivan according to appoint= 
ment ; ; he told me, that having looked over the papers he had mention- 
ed to me, he found the Swiſs had been formed into independent com- 
panies, and no higher rank granted to any of the officers, than that of 
Captain, and that it would be impoſſible for him to accept of propoſals 
founded on any other principle. I replied, that I had had ſo much 
trouble already with ſolving the different difficulties that had occured 
to his Majeſty's miniſters, that I was reſolved to leave the matter as 
it ſtood : He muſt accept or refuſe them altogether. That I by no 
means underſtood from Lord Amherſt I was to negociate with the 
India Company. I had already done ſo with his Majeſty's miniſ- 


ters, 
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ters, and the only queſtion remaining to be ſettled appeared to me; 
whom I was to ſign with? That after the authority Mr. Sullivan had 
given me for engaging my friend in Switzerland to refute the offers 
of Holland, I had not expected he would propoſe the levy to be in any 
other form than that which ſtood in the offer which I was informed 
Government had approved of. It was ſettled that I ſhould wait on 
Lord Amherſt, and return to Mr. Sullivan at the India-Houſe 

Accordingly I informed Lord Amherſt of what had paſſed between 
Mr. Sullivan and me. His Lordſhip ſaid, it was not poſſible for his 
Majeſty's miniſters to ſign any thing that would make it appear, 
they had authoriſed perſons clandeſtinely to raiſe troops in States at 
amity with Britain, that the India Company's doing ſo might be pal- 


lated, and it could be of no conſequence to me or my friends, who 


| ſigned the agreement, providing the footing the regiment would ſtand 
on when raiſed, was underſtood to be the ſaue as if his Majeſty's mini- 

ſters had ſigned before-hand. That, as to the deſire of Mr. Sullivan, 
that the thouſand men he had engaged to take, ſhould be formed into 

independent companies inſtead of a battalion, I might acquaint him 

the Cabinet had approved of my propoſals in the form they ſtood. 
But that what he Jaid, and what I ſaid did not fignify, I muſt write, and 
get his anſwer in writing. Upon this I obſerved it might be more proper 
for his Lordſhip to write than me, but he repeated that his hand muſt 
not appear, it would anſwer. the ſame purpoſe if I cncloſcd my propo- 
ſals to the Chairman, averring them to be approved of by his Majeſty's 
miniſters. Lord Amherſt went out the moment I quitted him, fo that 
1.could not ſhew himſelf my letter to the Chairman, but I left a copy 
with his Secretary, and carried the original ſtrait to the India Houſe, 
_ which, ſending in to Mr. Sullivan and Sir William James, they immedi- 
ately came to me, and after ſome diſcourſe ſaid, that though they had 
no doubt of my being authoriſed to write ſuch a letter, it was ne- 
ceſſary for one or the other to ſee Lord Amherſt before they ſigned 
with me; that, if upon cony erſing with him upon che ſubject, they 
D found 
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found it was determined that his Lordſhip was not to fign they would. 
They fixed the next morning for waiting on Lord Amherſt along with 
me, which Sir William James accordingly did : he ſtaid in his Lord- 
ſhip's ſtudy ſomething better than half an hour; as I remained in the 
anti-room, I cannot ſay what paſſed between them, but Sir William 
James, on his coming out and going with me to the India-Houſe, chiefly 
inſiſted on the regiment' s being commanded by, and having as many 
Engliſh officers in it as poſſible; and upon their not having rank in the 
King's ſervice. To the firſt I could have no objection, in anſwer to the 


ſecond I related what had paſſed between Lord Amherſt and me on the 


ſubject; obſerving, that if Sir William James inſiſted on my giving up 

the aſſurances I had received, the matter muſt break off, becauſe ſtrift- 

ly ſpeaking, I had no authority from my friends in Switzerland to 
fgn with the Eaſt-India Company, but I would promiſe not to take 


any ſtep, after the regiment was raiſed, towards obtaining rank in the 


King's ſervice, without acquainting the Chairman of the India 
Company before hand, who might ſee whether their repreſentations 
or mine would have the moſt effect, without my thinking myelf 
ill uſed. This appeared to fatisfy Sir William, who went in to Mr. 
Sullivan at the India-Houſe, and after ſome converſation together they 
ſent for me, and the papers to ſign. 

My propoſals, as may be feen, were to raiſe one, two, three, or 
four battalions : when one was the number ſixed on, I had drawn out a 
copy of the propoſals in that form, and Mr. Wilkes had been ordered 
to draw out another, ſo that each party might have a ſigned original. 
By miſtake the firſt propoſals had been copied by Mr. Wilkes's Clerk, 
inſtead of the ſecond. This occaſioned fore diſtreſs when we came to 
ſign; becauſe a General Court was then waiting for the preſence of the 
two Chairmen. To remove it, I haſtily drew up the laſt clauſe in 
the accepted propoſals, which being approved of by the Chairmen, it 
was added to both copies, and each hgned by them and me on the 27th 
of April, 1781. 
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The next day I acquainted Lord Amherſt of the Chairmen's hav- 
ing figned with me, and ſent him memorandums. as ſoon as I could 
draw them up, of the letters and aſſiſtance I expected from adminiſtration.. 
His Lordſhip told me they were proper, but in the department of 
the Secretaries of State, to whom I ſhould ſend them. I accordingly 
did ſo, and ſome days afterwards was honoured with a meſſage from 
Lord Stormont to wait upon him. I converſed with his Lordſhip 
near an hour, explaining the method I meant to purſue in collec- 
ting the men I had undertaken to raiſe. And was much diſap- 
pointed to find that his Majeſty's miniſters abroad would receive 
no inſtructions. to give me any aſſiſtance whatſoever; not even coun- 
tenance, till the regiment was actually raiſed; particularly that 


they would not aſk rendezvouſes for me from the German princes 
on the borders of Switzerland, who had been ſtated to me as at- 


tached to the intereſts of Britain. Lurd Sormont's words were, 
«.You are not to expect the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance, either avowed or 
&« underhand, till at leaſt one half of the regiment is raiſed ; Then 
« Government will conſider it as having dropt from the ſkies, and aſk. 
leave of thoſe princes you have ſtated in your march routes. I aſk-- 
ed if I was to carry no letter of recommendation to the foreign 
miniſters I had ſtated in my memorandums, they ſaid yes, but ſim- 
_ ply of general recommendation: upon this I ſaid, this was very dif-- 
ferent from what I had been made to expect when deſired to ſign with 
the India Company: That it would not appear Government ever wiſh 
ed me to ſucceed. His Lordſhip heſitated ſome time, then ſaid, to 
be ſure Government ved me ſucceſs, but did not think. it very pro- 
bable I ſhould. I acknowledged that upon this footing, it was not, 
but ſtill if Government was to give me open aſſiſtance, as ſoon as the 
men were raiſed, I would attempt it, becauſe J thought it was poſ-- 
fible to buy renedzvouſes from the German princes and free towns: 
on the borders of Switzerland. Without rendezvouſes obtained ſome 
way or other, the levy would doubtleſs be abſolutely impracticable.. 
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The letters Lord Stormont gave me to Sir Robert Murray Keith, * 
MNliniſter at Vienna, and to Mr, Heathcot, Miniſter at Bonne, were 
fealed. I had deſired letters to our Miniſter at Munich, but his Lord- 
faip told me we had none at that Court. 

The letter Lord Hillſborough ſent me for his Majeſty's Charge des 
Affaires at Berne, was open, and ſo worded as to give me little reaſon 
to expect aſſiſtance in that quarter; but ſeeking explanation, Sir Stanier 
Porteen told me the ground was too delicate for Lord Hillſborough to 
expreſs himſelf more clearly ; that it was ſufficient for Colonel Braun, 
the Charge des Affaires, to underſtand Government was anxious for my 
ſucceſs. Unverſed in the ſtile of miniſterial correſpondence, I flattered 
myſelf it might be as Sir Stanier repreſented ; and confident that the 
perſonal friendſhip with which Colonel Braun had honoured me would 
incline him to give me all the aſſiſtance in his power, 1 ceaſed mY 
on a more explicit reeccoramendation from him. 

This ſudden alteration of the conduct of the Cabinet towards me muſt 
doubtleſs appear as extraordinary to any one who reads this narrative, as it 
did to me at the time. I had then no gueſs of the cauſe of it; but fince my 
return I have been fortunate enough to acquire further lights ; by putting 
fats and dates together, it appears perfettly clear to me, that when I ſet 
out for Switzerland, Miniſters did not wiſh I ſhould ſucceed in the levy I 
had undertaken ; and at the cloſe of this narrative I ſhall prove it. 
The day after the Chairman of the India Company had ſigned with 

me, I delivered in to them weuwrandums of the ſums they were, 
according to their agreement, to advance me, and the names of the 
gentlemen who were ſo good as to become ſecurity for my application 
of them in terms of my engagement They were alarmed to find that 
1 afferted all riſks, but that of deſertion were to fall on the Company, 
in conſequence of the treaties referred to in my propoſals. They had 
a meeting with me on this ſubject, at which were preſent Mr. Smith, 
Solicitor to the Company, who gave his opinion that the words of my 
propoſal bore, I ſhould run all riſks and expences of the march and 
tranſport 
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tranſport to Britain ; I argued the contrary ; and ſhewed that a private 
man muſt have been mad to make ſuch a propoſal to Government; 
that it was not poffible for him to attempt it at treble the levy money 
and advantages I required ; I referred to the German treaties I alluded 
to, and quoted the opinion of an eminent Counſel whom I had conſulted, 
that my agreement with the Company was to be regulated by them. 

The Chairman faid they would examine the treatics, and appointed 
another meeting with me two days afterwards, Waiting upon them 
accordingly at the India-Houſe, they told me they had ſearched every 
Where for the treaties in queſtion, but could not find them : they were 
not to be found in Lord Stormont's office ; nor could his Lordſhip give 
them any information concerning them. I told them I had been more 
- fortunate, and produced extracts of ſuch articles in thele treaties as * 
: r referred to. 
The Chairman then defired that my propoſals ſhould be put into the 
form of a legal contract, ſaying, it was uſual for the India Company 
to do buſineſs in that manner, and they might be blamed if they adopted 
any other mode; aſſuring me that I ſhould be in no worſe a ſituation 
by the contract than I ſtood in by the propoſals already ſigned.— Upon 
this footing J agreed to a draught being drawn up of ſuch a contract. It 
occaſioned me not a little trouble and vexation ; for one of my friends, 
who was willing to join in giving ſecurity for my proper application 
of the money that was to be advanced me by the Company, declined 
figning a long deed that might ſubje& him to law-ſuits without end, 
however fairly and properly I might lay out the money entruſted to me, 
if the Company was inclined to be litigious ; and another was ſo ſtag- 
gered thereby, that he would give ſecurity only for ſo much as he was 
good enough to ſay he would willingly pay for any thing that might 
be of ſervice to me. As to myſelf, I ſigned, in full confidence that a 
great and illuſtrious Company would make uſe of none but juſt and 
liberal arms againſt one, who ſtepped forward to render all the ſervice 


he was Capable of to them, at a moment like that he was employed in, 
SD and 
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and upon the poſitive promiſe of his Majeſty's Miniſters, that if the 
Directors of the India Company ſhould attempt any thing like what 
my friends feared, they would protect me. | 

The draught of the contract was drawn up by Mr. Smith; the 25th 
of September ſtood the day for muſtering in Germany; Sir William 
James obſerved thereon, that my propoſals offered that the regiment 
ſhould be ready to march ſo as to reach Britain by the iſt of October, 
and that it would be impoſſible to do fo in leſs than five weeks after the 
muſter.— acknowledged it was true, but ſtated that the Company had 
kept me near a month to ſettle and ſign the contract propoſed by them. 
— But Sir William faying, as well as Mr. Sullivan, that the Company 
would never think of keeping me down to a day, and would be ſatiſ- 
fied if the ſpirit of my engagement was executed, ſo that the men 
might be ready to reach England before the ſailing of their fleet for 


India; I replied, that having as much confidence in their words as 
| their ſignatures, I did not care what was the day ſpecified in the con- 


tract. —Sir William ſaid, his reaſon for wiſhing to name a ſhort day for 
the muſter was, that it would render my officers more alert ;. and after 


ſome further converſation, it was agreed that the 27th of Auguſt 
ſhould be ſubſtituted in the contract in pre of the 27th of September, 


as it ſtood in the ſcroll. 
In the various meetings I had with the two Chairs, beween the 


figning of the propoſals-and the contract, I thought myſelf very hardly 


uſed by Mr. Sullivan, who ſeemed to conſider me as having taken 


improper advantage of him in the courſe of this buſineſs, and to treat 


me accordingly. I not only reſented it, but was impreſt with the idea 


that he attempted to turn the tables upon me, and lay more riſks upon 


me in the contract than he himſelf looked upon me as bound to abide 
by from my propoſals. I confidered Sir William James as having 


protected me, by his candour, from thoſe attempts of Mr. Sullivan; 


for when we were diſputing on whom the riſk of reſtraint and ſeizure 
mould fall, Sir William James had ſaid, Why ſhould we preſs Mr. 
* Erſkine 


* 
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0 5 this head, when Miniſtry have told us they would take 


on themſelves, and that the troops he had offered to raiſe 
22e cheaper to the Company than any other they can procure 
Ileft England, convinced that Sir William James was my 
r aud Mr. Sullivan my enemy. 
contract was ſigned the 28th of May; on the iſt of June I ſet 
out : Margate, but contrary winds prevented my reaching Oſtend 
till the - Paſſing through Bonne, I delivered Lord 
Stormont's letter to Mr. Heatheot. I reached Berne the 1 5th of June, 
and delivered Lord Hillſborough's letter to Colonel Braun. The next 
day I ſaw Major Muller, who told me, that knowing that the time of 
ſervice of a very large number of Swiſs troops in Holland was juſt 
expired, he had, upon the receipt of my letter, imforming him my 
propoſals. were likely to be accepted, wrote to ſome officers in that 
country he could rely on, to engage as many of them for the ſervice 
of England as poſſible ; that in conſequence, they had informed him, 
that if he could obtain a: rendezvous any where near Maeſtrich, he 
might be ſure of ſeveral hundreds joining him immediately, according, 
to the promiſes that were given; but that, without a rendezyous fo 
ſituated, it would be impoſſible to get them.—Upon this, I diſpatched. 
Colonel Groſette, whom I had brought with me from England, with 
a letter to Mr. Heathcot, ſtating exactly what had paſſed between Lord 
Stormont and me, and defiring he would uſe his endeavours, if he 
thought himſelf. authoriſed, and not otherwiſe, to procure me ſuch a 
rendezvous as I wanted, either at Liege itſelf, or any other place in 
that biſhopric. Mr. Heathcot very obligingly gave Colonel Groſette 
introductory letters to his friends at Liege, and they obtained from the 
Biſhop the town of Warem ; — but different accidents, and the 
length of time that intervened between Colonel Groſette's leaving me 
and the receipt of his letter, prevented my being able to make any uſe 
of the favour the Biſhop had been pleaſed to ſhew me. 


Colonel 
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Colonel Braun adviſed me to conſult Monfieur Tſchiffeli, and others 

of the moſt eminent counſel at Berne, on the laws reſpecting recruit- 
ing, before I took any ſteps, that I might offend as little as poſſible. 
From them I learned, that the laws againſt enliſting ſubjects of Switzer- 
land within its territories were nearly the ſame in every Canton, and 
capital againſt ſuch as infringed----but that every ſubject, as well as 
every citizen, had a right to enter voluntary of himſelf into the ſervice 
of any country not at war with Switzerland, and that if once I obtained 
a rendezvous, there was no Jaw to prevent the inhabitants of any of 
the Cantons from going to engage with me there, n nor to puniſh thoſe 
who received them. 
| Upon this intelligence, I endeavoured to arrange myſelf. The ert 
place mentioned to me as proper for a rendezvous was Bienne, a ſmall 
republic, of the Proteſtant religion, ſovereign in itſelf, and, by alliance, 
making part of the Helvetic Body. It is ſituated on the banks of a 
large lake, communicating with that of Neuchatell and Morat, all na- 
vigable, as well as the river Thielle, which runs from it to the Aar, a 
great river that falls into the Rhine. Large boats go without impedi- 
ment from any part of theſe lakes to Holland. The territories of this 
republic are bounded by thoſe of Berne, Soleure, Neufchatell, and the 
biſhopric of Porentice. From theſe advantages of fituation, I imagined 

It would be eaſy for the men I expected both to join me at Bienne, and 
to proceed, when raiſed, from thence towards Britain. I therefore 
endeavoured to obtain a rendezvous there ; but upon application to the 
magiſtrates, found there was a treaty betw¾een this republic and France 
expreſſly prohibiting it----Upon engaging however, to give a company 
to the ſon of one, and a lieutenancy to the ſon of another, they allowed 
me to take a houſe ; they engaging not to examine what was going 
forward there, and I that there never ſhould be more than forty at a 
time, whom I would keep from appearing as recruits, that their conni- 
vance might not become public, 


This 


C173 
This anſwered my end in part; but it was ſtill neceſſary for me to 
have an open rendezvous ſomewhere ; and I went with all ſpeed to 
Schaffhauſen, where I was flattered that a little management would 
enable me to get a majority of the Council of State openly to avow the 
levy of my regiment.----Whilſt my negociation was going forwards 
with the different members of the Council of Schaffhauſen, I was 
informed that the Abbe of Rheinau, ſovereign of a ſmall peninſula 
formed by the Rhine, about a league from Schaff hauſen, might be 
prevailed upon to grant me a rendezvous. And finding, upon enquiry, 
his right of doing ſo clear, I made the application, and ſucceeded.---- 
The Abbe, upon certain terms and ſtipulations, granted me his town 
of Rheinau, for the reception of all Proteſtants that came to tender 
their ſervice to the Eaſt-India Company of England; which anſwering 
my purpoſe nearly the ſame as Schaffhauſen, I left my friends in the 
Council of that place to proceed as they ſhould judge proper in obtain- 
ing a majority. I fixed officers at Rheinau for the reception of ſuch 
_ recruits as ſhould offer, and ſent others to the Proteſtant cantons and 
republics in the neighbourhood of Schaffhauſen, to wit, Baſill, Ap- 
penzell, Glaris, St. Gall, the Tokembourg, Rheinthall, and the Gri- 
fons, who had printed copies of my contra& with the Company, ſta- 
ting the ſuperior advantages of this ſervice to any other that would be 
offered. 5 
My correſpondence with the people of power in thoſe parts was 
through the interpoſition of a gentleman of Berne, to whom I was 
warmly recommended by Colonel Braun, and other of his friends. 
Mr. Fiſcher was Bailiff or Governor of La Tourgovie, a province ſub- 
ject to Switzerland, ſwarming with inhabitants; his countenance, 
therefore, which he openly profeſſed to give me, was of the utmoſt con- 
ſequence. The officers I ſent, and thoſe they employed, were inſtructed 
to aſk no one to enliſt, but to ſay, that whoever came to Rheinau 
would be received. They ſucceeded as fully as I could with, both in 
impreſſing the country with an ardent deſire for the ſervice of England, 
F and 
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and in eſtabliſhing quarters at different places for thoſe who propoſed 
to join me at Rheinau. I returned to Bienne, for the purpoſe of 
receiving ſuch men as came from the canton of Berne and republics 
of Neufchatell and Geneva, and to give them inſtructions how to gain 
Rheinau. Each officer I employed in theſe parts diftributed printed 
copies of my contract, the ſame as thoſe before mentioned; and ſuch 
was their ſucceſs, that in leſs than a fortnight after my return to 
Bienne, upwards of fix hundred men came and engaged with me there. 
The terms I had made with the magiſtrates, as well as the diſpoſition 
of the ſtates of Soleure and Porentrue, made it impoſſible to march 
theſe men in a body; ſome I ſent by fives and tens through the moun- 
tains ef Jura; who, gaining the canton of Baſill, were received at a 
depot, that was connived at, at Augſt, on the banks of the Rhine; 
and crofling that river, paſſed through the territories of different Ger- 
man Princes before they gained Rheinau. Others went by water down 
the Kielle and Aar, to Klengnau and Zurzach, towns belonging to the 
Biſhop of Conſtance, on the banks of the Rhine, where ſmall depots 
were connived at, and from whence Rheinau 1s but a few leagues 
diſtant. The greateſt part I inſtructed to proceed ſingly trait acroſs 
the cantons of Berne and Zurich, without — any one ef their 
intention of offering their ſervices to me. 

The whole were regularly enliſted, and ſigned their agreement, or 
eapitulation as they call it, in books of the ſame form as are kept by 
Swiſs regiments in the French ſervice. 

Thoſe who mean to examine whether I took the beſt poſſible means 
for ſucceſs in the buſineſs I was employed in, muſt have the map of 
Switzerland before them. The officers I correſponded with from 
Bienne, were fixed at St. Maurice upon the Upper Rhine, the 
frontier of Berne and Le Valais. At Villeneuve, at the upper end of 
the lake of Geneva; at Vivais, Lauſanne, Nion, Geneva, Carouge in 
Savoy, Orbe, Meudon, Grandſon on the lake of Neuchatell, Morat, 
Neuville on the lake of Bienne. I had others, who, without 
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correſponding with me, fent men by ſuch means as they judged proper 
to Rheinau from Arberg, Arau, Langnau, Thun, Unterſeven, and 
Oberhaſeli. 

The men ſent me to Bienne reached it without difficulty, and would 
as eaſily have got to Rheinau, but for the ſteps afterwards taken by 
the cantons of Zurich, Bern, and Soleure. —_ 18 neceſſary here to 
explain the cauſe of them. 

As ſoon as Major Muller had received information from me of my 

having actually figned articles, he aſked leave of the ſtates of Berne to 
enter our ſervice, without being obliged to give up his poſt of Major 
of Departement, till ſuch time as he ſhould determine with himſelf 
whether to remain in our ſervice or not. This requeſt was granted 
before I reached Berne; and though I by no means approved of the 
| ſtep he had taken, I cannot ſay it was attended with any bad conſe- 
' quence ; it only ſerved to aſcertain the cauſe of my return to Switzer- 
land]; and fo far was it from occaſioning any ſteps to be taken againſt 
the levy it was apparent I was going to attempt, that there was icarce 
a family of any conſequence who did not, within a week after my 
arrival, moſt earneſtly recommend to me ſome one of their relations. 
for a commiſſion in my regiment ; - and every body ſeemed anxious for 
my ſucceſs. A few days previous to my arrival at Berne, Colonel 
Meuron, the gentleman who had accepted of thoſe offers from Hol- 
land which Major Muller refuſed, came to Neuchatell, and proceeded 
openly to raiſe his regiment. An officer recruiting there for the ſer- 
vice of the King of Pruſſia, came to Berne with repreſentations againſt 
this levy, a fortnight after my arrival. He applied to Monfieur 
PYErlach, reigning Avoyer for the year, complaining both of Meuron's 
levy and mine, which prevented his getting men. Monſieur PAvoyer 
D*Erlach, who had recommended the heir of the elder branch of his 
family to a company in my regiment, agreed to publiſh mandates in 
general againſt enliſting ſubjects of Berne within the territories thereof, 
and to mark Colonel Meuron's levy by name, but he refuſed to make any 
mention 
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mention of mine. Theſe mandates were accordingly publiſhed in 
every pariſh of the canton; but I was ſo far from taking any alarm at 
it, that I confidered it of effential ſervice to me. The publication 
thereof made every body eager to examine the advantages offered in 
the printed copies of my agreement with the Company, which were 
diſtributed at the ſame time; and mention being made only of the 
regiment railing for the ſervice of Holland, it was natural to conclude 
that the ſtate meant to connive at the Engliſh levy. 
Bauch was my reaſoning, ſuch that of the country, and ſuch that of 

France; the Ambaſlador whereof reſiding at Soleure, within ſix leagues 
of Berne and Bienne, as anxious to promote the levy of the Dutch, 
as to thwart that of the Engliſh, took no ſtep till he faw which was 

likely to have moſt ſucceſs ; but no ſooner did he find that the ſuperior 

advantages I offered muſt get me as many men as I choſe to accept of, 
and that Meuron could get none, than he took as much pains to pre- 
vent my levy's going forwards, as if the whole ſucceſs of the war 
had depended upon it. 
It does not require much proof to ſhew that * men could not 
come to me at Bienne in the courſe of a fortnight ; though I ſent 
them off again the moment they had ſigned their engagement, and 
uſed every other precaution poſſible to prevent the connivance of the 
_ magiſtrates becoming apparent, without the French ambaſſador at ſix 
leagues diſtance only having notice thereof. ” 
| Monſieur de Polignac, the French ambaſſador, carried his complants 
in the firſt place to Berne, repreſenting ſtrongly againſt my name's 
being left out in the mandate that Meuron's was put into, inſiſted 
upon every ſtep being taken to prevent a levy, in direct oppoſition to 
the treaties ſubſiſting with his maſter. L'Avoyer D'Erlach (who 
receives a penſion of 500 l. a year from France) ſubmitted, and orders 


| were iſſued to every ſubordinate officer throughout the canton of Berne, 


to the full as contrary to the laws and rights of the ſubjects thereof, 
AS 
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as to the ſucceſs of my levy. This paſſed two days before I loft 
Bienne, but I knew nothing of it till ſome time after. 

Having done every thing I expected at Bienne, and receiving advice 
from Rheinau, that many men had joined, which made my preſence 
there neceſſary, I fat out for Schaffhauſen, leaving perſons I could con- 
fide in to take care of my effects and papers, and to give inſtructions to 
any more men that might come, how to proceed to Rheinau. Paſſing 
through Berne, I learnt that one of my ſerjeants had been put in goal, 
and two of my captains cited to anſwer for their conduct reſpecting this 
ſerjeant, I waited upon Colonel Braun, to aſk his advice, who being 
informed of all that had paſt between my officers and the ferjeant 
_ confined, did not apprehend any bad conſequences, any more than me; 
in which opinion I was confirmed by the lawyers I had conſulted 
before. But when I found that immediately after Monſieur de Polignac 
had returned to Soleure, meſſengers had been ſent off round the canton, 
and a reward of fifty crowns publicly offered by La Chambre des 
Recrues to every denunciator of perſons enticing recruits into a ſervice 
non avoute, I begun to be alarmed ; and, finding myſelf watched at 
my lodgings, people coming at every inſtant to offer their ſervices, 

which I concluded was for the purpoſe of declaring it, and obtaining 
the fifty crowns reward, I loſt no time in proceeding to Schaffhauſen ; 
for had I been ſeized hold of, there muſt have been an end to the 
buſineſs I was employed 1n. 

I reached Schaffhauſen the 27th of July, found about 100 men at 
Rheinau, and that they were coming in daily, the different depots 
1 had eſtabliſhed anſwering perfectly the purpoſe I had defigned them 
for, and flattered myſelf that it would be out of the power of the 
cantons to prevent the men I had engaged at Bienne from joining 
me, even if they uſed thei: utmoſt endeavours to prevent them. Far 
leſs thoſe I expected from Bali, Zurich, and thoſe parts of Switzer- 
land that border on the lake of Conſtance. 

G ; My. 
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My friends at Schaffhauſen informed me they had not been idle ; 
that if I would have patience till the 2oth of Auguſt, they thought 
themſelves ſure of carrying their point in Council, openly to avow 
the levy I was making; that the whole town was for it; and the 
General Council, as it is called, would certainly ſupport the meaſure, 
even if we ſhould loſe it in the leſſer Council. 
It will be as well to obſerve here as any where elſe, that when this 
point came to be agitated, the queſtion was carried againſt me by only 
two voices; and that I have proof that the French diſtributed 15001. 
to prevent my obtaining a majority. If it is conſidered, that I was at 
Schaff hauſen intirely in a private capacity, without any authority or 
aſſiſtance from the Miniſters of my Country, I ſhould flatter myſelf I 
ſhall not be reproached for only having come near ſucceſs in this part 
of the buſineſs. 


The ſecond week in Auguſt ſo many men came to me at Rheinau, 


that 1 began to be afraid the place would not be able to hold them.---= _ 


Mr. Heathcote, our Miniſter at Bonne, had been ſo good as to ſend me 
an oſtenſible letter, for the purpoſe of procuring other rendezvouſes 
from the different German Princes in the neighbourhood ; I made uſe 
of it; and though it was not ſufficient to procure me open rendez- 
vouſes, it had the effect of making different towns take no notice of 
the men I ſent there---Lauffenberg, Waldhut, Eagan, Buchorn, 
Merſperg. 

I have before had occaſion to mention that Mr. Fiſcher, Bailiff of 
La Tourgovie, had promiſed me all the under-hand aſſiſtance poſſible 
in his own government, and to procure the like from other provinces 
bordering on the lake of Conſtance ; from the Biſhop of Conſtance, 
the Abbe and town of St. Gall, cantons of Appenzell and Glaritz. 
This gentleman was univerſally reſpected, and bore the moſt unble- 
miſhed character for probity and honour. 

Mr. Fiſcher's words to me on preſenting him letters from Colonel 
Braun and Major Muller were, Qui atil, Monſieur, qui je ne ferais 
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© pour vous etre de quelque utilits en cette occaſion ? Que pourra je ; 
6 refuſer a la requete de Monſieur Le Colonel Braun, mon ami & pa- 
« rent a qui je ſuis plus redevable qu'a tout autre dans le monde, ou de 
« Monſieur Le Major Muller Fami le plus intime de mon cœur depuis 
notre enfance juſqu'a ce moment!“ 

The day after my return to Schaffhauſen, the Abbe of Rheinau ac- 
quainted me that the Bailiff of La Tourgovie had wrote to fignify to him, 
that the cantons were diſpleaſed at his granting me leave to recruit in his 
territories, The Abbe defired me to acquaint the Bailiff, as he would do, 
that he had only granted me a rendezvous for ſuch men as came to me 
from other parts, and no permiſſion to recruit. I did ſo. Bailiff Fiſcher 
thought the Cantons would be ſatisfied with the anſwer, and think no 

more of it: but ſcarce had I reported his ſentiments to the Abbe when 

another letter arrived from him, ſaying, the cantons were equally 
diſſatisfied at my having obtained a rendezvous as permiſſion to 

recruit, accompanied with a threat of their reſentment if the Abbe did 
not withdraw his protection from me. I returned to Bailiff Fiſcher, who 

told me not to be alarmed, it was nothing but words; the Cantons denied 
the Abbe's ſoverignty; that he muſt aſſert rights which had been acknoyy- 
ledged for ſome hundred years back; and that no one could determine one 


way or the other but the Helvetic Body in diet, which would not aſſem- 
ble again for a twelvemonth to come. 


In the mean time I received letters from Berne, u me that 
another of my ſerjeants had been ſeized at Soleure; that letters were 
found on him wrote to me by different of my friends at Baſill, from 


whence he was coming, and printed papers of various kinds; that he was 
confined in irons, and threatened with death: that the other ſer jeant con- 


fined at Berne had upon his examination ſaid, he went to me at Bienne 
by the advice of a Mr. Hernan, whom I had employed as my ſecretarv, 
who was thereupon ſeized in his bed before he had time to deſtroy his 
papers; that amongſt them was ſound a liſt of all the people I had ſent, 
with copies of my * with the Company, to different parts of the 
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canton. Upon this Major Muller and Captain D'Erlach were confined 
in their reſpective houſes at Berne, and orders ſent to the places indicated 
in my ſecretary's lift, to ſeize every one mentioned therein, with deſcrip- . 
tion of their perſons. The magiſtrates of Bienne informed me likewiſe, 
that the French Ambaſſador and the canton of Soleure had formally given 
them notice of my practices within their territories to raiſe men, and 
demanded the removal of myſelf, ſervants, and dependants, from the 
Houſe J had taken for a twelve-months. Colonel Braun likewiſe gave 
me notice, that the canton of Soleur had refolved to ſeize me if found 
within their territories ; that the Ambaſſador of France preſſed the canton 
of Berne to come to the ſame reſolution concerning me, which there was 
but too much reaſon to fear would be complied with, and that therefore 
he inſiſted I ſhould not come within their reach; that ſuch precautions 
were taken againſt any of the peaſants quitting the canton, that I muſt 


not expect any more belonging to that canton than thoſe already come 


would be able to join me; and by the ſteps he was informed the French 
Ambaſſador was taking in every other canton, he much feared each 
would take the ſame precautions againſt me as that of Berne, according 
as the French Ambaſſador had earneſtly preſſed them to do by circular 
letters to each. 

Though this information would have been far from making me de- 
ſpair if I had had fix months more to complete my levy in, yet I con- 
cluded therefrom it would be impoſſible for me to get 600 men more out 
Switzerland in time for the failing of the India fleet, far leſs in the very 
ſhort ſpace left me by the words of my contract; I therefore determined 

to ſet out for Studgart (where I knew the Duke of Wirtemberg had 
troops to diſpoſe of) as ſoon as I had taken meaſures to ſecure the men 
who had joined me in the neighbourhood of Schaff hauſen. I waited 
upon Bailiff Fiſcher, to afk him if he apprehended the Cantons would 
make any further efforts with the Abbe of Rheinau that he ſhould with- 
draw his protection from me? The Bailiff was of opinion, they would 
not; but . it prudent for me to obtain ſome other rendezvous, 


where 


- 
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where my men would be in perfect ſafety in caſe they were drove from 
Rheinau. I,” ſays he, muſt not appear openly in this aſter the 
public diſapprobation given of your levy by my Sovereign; but a 
friend of mine here, no ſubje& of Berne, and equally well acquainted 
« with the rights and privileges of the free towns on the borders of 
„ Switzerland and Germany, will be able to manage this matter for you; 
he belongs to one of them himſelf, and I recommend him to you as a 
“perfectly honeſt man, whom you may rely on.” The Bailiff ac- 
cordingly introduced me to a Mr. Febr, who immediately ſet out for 
Stein, a free city at the mouth of the lake of Conſtance, which, as he 
informed me, had done the ſame thing for the Pruſſians during the laſt 
war between that power and the Auſtrians, without paying any regard 
to the proteſtations and threats of the Emperor and cantons of Switzer- 

land. = 
This Mr. Fehr came the next FR to me at Schaffhauſen with informa- 
tion that he had ſucceeded, and ſigned a treaty in my name with the town 
of Stein, which engaged to let me place as many men within their gates 
as I choſe, and to protect them as long as they ſhould remain there, for 
the conſideration of 300 guineas, but under promiſe, that if the canton 
of Zurich infiſted upon their withdrawing their protection from me, I 
ſhould march out upon a month's notice. I went the next morning with 
Mr. Fehr and my money to ratify the treaty he had made for me. I 
found it wrote in German, but Mr. Fehr tranſlating it to me, had no' 
miſtruſt, and thought both the money I delivered to the magiſtrates of 
Stein and what I gave to him for his trouble very well beſtowed. 

I returned to Schaffhauſen, and gave inſtructions to the officer I left to 
command during my journey to Studgart, that he ſhould march to Stein, 
in cale accidents happened at Rheinau, or any of the other leſſer depots 
my recruits were now in. The night before I left Shaffhauſen 1 looked 
over the regimental-books, and found tHe number that had joined me at 
Rheinau to be 402. I left a fortnight's pay with the commanding officer. 
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and a credit for him of zool. with my banker, in caſe of more recruits 
coming in: and the next morning, being the 12th of Auguſt, ſet out for 
Studgart, which I reached the next day. Upon application to the Duke 
of Wirtemberg, his Serene Highneſs defired me to apply to Monfieur de 
Moſheim, miniſter at his court from the Elector of Hanover; who ſatiſ- 
fying the Duke of my commiſſion, his Highneſs appointed Monfieur de 
Strahlendorf, one of his aid-du-camps, to negociate with me, and deſired 
Nonfienr de Moſheim to be preſent at every thing that paſſed between us. 
His Excellency was ſo good as to make us underſtand one another, for 
Mr. de Strahlendorf could fpeak no other lauguage than German, of 
which I only underſtood a few words. On the 22d of Auguſt we figned 
a treaty in German, whereof I have a tranſlation in French, certified by 
 Monfieur de Moſheim. Mr. de Strahlendorf engages in the name of the 
Duke of Wirtemburg, that he ſhall furniſh me with 700 diſciplined ſol- 
diers, with a certain number of officers, at Lauffen, on the banks of the 
Neckar, for which I engage to pay 10 louis d'ors a man upon the receipt 
of them. By another article they were to enter into the pay of the Eaſt 
India Company on the day of fignature, for which purpoſe I was to place 
1000 louis d'ors in the hands of Mr. de Strahlendorf, I was to have the 
liberty of keeping them in the territaries of Wirtemberg as long as I choſe, 
providing I continued to advance their pay. 
I be treaty being ſigned, I gave a bill for 1000 louis d'ors on Melt 
Bethman, at Frankfort, upon whom J had letters of credit, which was ſent 
by expreſs: an anſwer returned on the 24th at night, that they had received 
advice of my letter of credit, the bill was a good one, and would be ac- 
cepted the moment I preſented the letter; but it was a rule of the houſe, 
to accept no bill without ſeeing the perſon in whoſe favour the credit was 
given, Bills of exchange are not ſo common in that part of Germany 
as in more commercial ſtates, and the nature of them little underſtood. 
The Duke of Wirtemberg miſtruſted me upon the receipt of Meſſrs. 
Bethman's anſwer, and I found myſelf obliged either to give up the 700 


men, 
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men, or produce the 1000 guineas in ſpecie on the 27th. I determined 
immediately to go to Frankfort, though at 50 leagues diſtance, and was 
fortunate enough to return with the money in the evening of the 27th, 
which I inſtantly paid to Mr. de Strahlendorf ;. his receipt is in German, 
but I have the tranſlation of it in French, made and certified by Monſieur 
de Moſheim. Different arrangements it was neceſſary to make about the 
troops I had obtained from the Duke of Wirtemberg kept me-at Studgart 
till the 29th, and I did not reach Schafthauſen again till the zoth, at  break- 
faſt. 
| Thad left that place on the 12th, under the ;den that no muſter-maſter 
would arrive till the 22d, by which time I had propoſed to be back again; 
but I had received information at Studgart, on the morning of the 24th, 
that Captain Toone arrived at Schaffhauſen on the 17th, with a letter di- 

rected to me, appointing him to muſter ſuch men as were raiſed. Lieu- 
' tenant Alt, who commanded in my abſence, informed me, that the letter 
being directed to me as a private man, and no inſtructions for any other 
to open it in my abſence, he had not thought himſelf authoriſed to do ſo, 

but thought it proper to adviſe me, that I might return as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble; Captain Toone was likewiſe ſo good as to acquaint me of his arrival: 
but neither of theſe gentlemen gave me the leaſt intimation that they ſhould- 
not be able to muſter a man after the 27th of Auguſt. When I received 
theſe letters, I expected every moment the return of the expreſs ſent with 
my bill to Meſſrs. Bethman, at Frankfort, the acceptance of which I had 
no doubt of. And the poſt returning to Schaffhauſen, in an hour after 
its arrival from thence, I had wrote to Captain Toone, I ſhould certainly 
come to him on the 26th, and to Lieutenant Alt, to have all the men 
ready for muſtering. When I found myſelf obliged to go to Frankfort, 
I diſpatched an expreſs to Schaffhauſen, informing Lieutenant Alt, I ſhould: 
not be there till the zoth, and explaining the cauſe thereof. 

The firſt thing. 1 a upon my arrival at Schaffhauſen was the diſ- 
aſters that had happened during my abſence—of them more fully hereafter. 
Then Captain Toone preſented me the. Chairman's letter, appointing him 
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to muſter my men, ſo worded, that 1 concluded the Company no longer 
wanted the regiment they had engaged me to raiſe, and would be ex- 
tremely happy to throw the failure upon me. The letter and my anſwer 
will ſpeak for themſelves, | 

I had been fix nights together out of bed, moſt part of that time tra- 
velling, ſometimes in a chaiſe, ſometimes on horſeback, through the moſt 
execrable roads poſſible. And what with the fatigue of my body, and 
that of my mind, from ſo many diſappointments and mortifications co- 
ming altogether upon me, I was very much overcome ; but recovering 
myſelf after a little refreſhment, I enquired of Lieutenants Alt and Fou- 
lon, how many of my recruits had eſcaped? They informed me, there 
was 80 at Rheinau, 40 at Gotmantingen, and 30 at Singen. Upon 
which I immediately tendered them for muſter to Captain Toone, and 

proffered to proceed with him to Lauffen, to muſter thoſe l had obtained 
from the Duke of Wirtemberg, as ſoon as he had examined ſuch as were 

at hand. Captain Toone aſked me, if I had paid attention to the letter 
he brought me from the Chairman, and ſaid, that from the copy he had 
thereof, he did not think himſelf authoriſed to muſter a ſingle man after 
the 27th of Auguſt ; his commiffion ended that day. He was ſo good as 
to ſay, he lamented my ſituation, and would do any thing he could to 
ſerve me; but appealed to myſelf, whether, if I had been in his place and 
ke in mine, I muſt not have given him the ſame anſwer ? I could not but 
acknowledge it, and therefore preſſed him no farther. 

Lieutenant Alt then gave me the following particulars of what had oc- 
curred to his command during my abſence. Almoſt as ſoon as I was gone 
for Studgart, different advices had been ſent to the Abbe of Rheinau by 
his friends, that ſomething was meditating between the magiſtrates of 
Zurich and the Bailiff of La Tourgovie, againſt the levy he had granted 
a rendezvous to; this the Abbe had communicated to Lieutenant Alt, 
deſiring him to ſend forwards as many men as his other quarters would 
hold. On the 16th the Abte received certain intelligence that Bailiff 
Fiſcher would in a few days bring an armed force from Zurich, and take 

away 
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away ſuch recruits from Rheinau as were ſubjects of that canton or of 
Berne. Lieutenant Alt acquainted the Abbe he had the moſt poſitive or- 
ders from me to reſiſt any power, ſave the Sovereign under whoſe pro- 
tection he and his men were, but to retire to other places I had ſecured if 
the Abbe choſe to command it: he ſhould therefore obey his orders, 
either in providing arms, or retreating. The Abbe told him, that if I 
had provided other places of ſecurity, reſiſtance could anſwer no other 


4 purpoſe than bringing him into difficulties ; that he was certain the Can- 


tons of Zurich and Berne would only require their own ſubjects; and if 
he removed them, the reſt might ſtay without any danger at Rheinau. 
Lieutenant Alt accordingly ſent 40 to Godmantingen, 3o to Singen, 
two {mall villages belonging to a free Baron of the empire, and 216 to 
Dd. ES 7 5 
According to the intelligence the Abbe had received, Bailiff Fiſcher 

came with an armed force to Rheinau on the 2oth, and examining the 
men that were left there, found only one drummer belonging to Zurich, 

whom they carried away with them in irons. The Bailiff joked wich 
Alt on the diſappearance of the ſubjects of Zurich and Berne, and wanted 
to learn from him where they were gone to; but Alt, grown ſuſpicious 
of him, and thinking there were evident marks of mortification on his 
countenance, would give him no anſwer. The next day a man came to 
Rheinau, and was drinking the greateſt part of it with Lieutenant Neu- 
wieler, whom Bailiff Fiſcher and the Mr. Fehr, who engaged me in the 
treaty with Stein, had earneſtly recommended to me for a commiſſion. 

Lieutenant Neuwieler commanded the party at Stein, and had come over 
to Rheinau for money. On the 2 3d he returned to Stein. On the morn- 

ing of the 24th, before the gates of Stein were open, Bailiff Fiſcher ap- 
peared upon the bridge, at the head of 150 armed men, and demanded 
my recruits, whom the magiſtrates ordcred Lieutenant Neuwicler to pro- 
duce; he did fo, and without reſiſtance, or even repreſentation, delivered 
them over to his friend, BailiF Fiſcher. The town was moſt ſtrialy 
ſearched for another of my officer, Lieutenant Rodarker, who being a 
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fubject, but not a citizen, (Bourgeois) of Berne, Bailiff Fiſcher had parti- 
cular orders to get hold of. No notice was taken of Lieutenant Neuwie- 
ler, who was fuffercd to return to me, thovgh exaRly in the ſame predi- 
cament as Rodarker. 

All this put together gave me moſt violent ſuſpicions that Bailiff Fiſ- 
cher had from the beginning meant to betray me, and had with that view 
recommended Neuwieler and Fehr to me. I ſoon obtained the moſt 
ample proofs of it, as well as of his deſign to puſh his treactery further, 
by getting hold of my perſon, and ſending me to — waere an apart- 
ment in the gaol was already allotted for me. 

The day aſter this pretended friend had ſeized my men at Stein, he 
eame to Schaffhauſen, and left a very earneſt meſſage for me, requeſting 
me to come and dine with him at his houſe, about five leagues off, as 
foon as I ſhould return from Studgart. I wrote to him, expreſſing with- 
out diſguiſe the ſuſpicions I entertained of his conduct, and the caules 
thereof, excuſing the putting myſelf in his power till he had juſtified 
himſelf of the treachery every body accuſcd him of. He endeavoured to 
do fo, and pledged his honour, but in very equivocal words, that if I 
came to him at Frauenſield no harm ſhould happen to me: his letter 

finiſhed with ſaying, that if I had any miſtruſt remaining, he would meet 
me at Dieſſenhoſen, a place without his juriſdiction, with papers that 
would ſatisfy me of his innocence. 
1 had obtained full proofs of Bailiff Fiſcher's double dealing with me 
before I received this anſwer, which of itſelf indeed was pretty nearly ſo, 
for Dieſſenhoſen, the place he propoſed for our meeting, though without 
his juriſdiction, was entirely devoted to him; it was from thence he took 
the armed force that had ſeized my men at Stein : I therefore replied, that 
I could not be at Dieflenhoſen at the hour he appointed, but ſhould be on 
te oppoſite fide of the Rhine, where I ſhould be glad to fee the proofs of 
nis juſtification mentioned in his letter to me, and hoped he would have 
go objection to croſs the bridge of Dieſſenhoſen. 


My 
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My intention was to force him to give me the only ſatisfaction remain- 
ing in his power; whether he ſuſpected it or not I cannot tell, but he 
ſent me an apology by Lieutenant Neuwieler, whom he had the aſſurance 
again to recommend to me. I put Neuwieler under arreſt, both on ac- 
count of the ſuſpicions J had formed of his treachery, and for having 
cheated me of between two and three hundred pounds at Rheinau and 
Stein, in the payment of the men under his command. Neuwieler com- 
plained to the Burgo-Maſter of Schaffhauſen, who repreſented to me, 
that I having no authority at that place, the obedience of Neuwieler 
could only be voluntary; I acknowledged it, but hoped he, the Burgo- 
Maſter, would interpoſe to prevent Neuwieler's going off with my mo- 
ney. The Burgo-Maſter, though the perſon who prevented my getting 
Schaff hauſen to authoriſe my levy, ordered that Neuwieler ſhould remain 
in cuſtody till he paid me, or gave ſecurity for it. Neuwieler pleaded he 
bad Bailiff Fiſcher's orders to return that evening to Frauenſield upon 
buſineſs of great importance to the Cantons of Zurich and Berne. The 
Burgo-Maſter permitted him to go upon giving ſccurity for his return 
in two days, which Nicuwicler finding, ſet out as he ſaid for Frauen- 
field about four o'clock in the evening. At nine o'clock, Lieutenant 
Foulon came to me from Rlicinau with the Abbé's compliments, ſaying, 
that Lieutenant Nieuwieler had come to him from Bailiff Fiſcher, in- 
fiſting that he ſhould immediately ſend away all my recruits remaining 
at Rheinau, and menacing him with the utmoit reſentment of the can- 
tons if he did not. That in conſequence of this meſſage, he was under 
the neceſſity of defiring me to march out by ſix o'clock the next mon- 
ing; that Neuwieler had preſied him very much to make me march that 
very night, but he choſe to run any 7iiks rather than do fo, as he knew 
ſome time would be neccſſary for me to obtain a place of fatety for them. 
Thoroughly enraged at this new piece of treachery on the part of Mens 
wieler, I went immedlately to Rheinau with Lieutenant Foulon, and 


getting the * opened, catched Neuwicler, who was juſt going to bed, 
and 
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and had cnly time to put his ſword on. In the heat of my reſentment 1 
knocked all the teeth out of his head, and broke his collar bone in kick- 
ing him down ftairs. Then, telling him I would forgive all that had 
paſſed, if he informed me of the perſon whoſe errand he executed; that I 
Fad taken him for Bailiif Fiſcher when I put him in that pickle. I got 
upon my horſe, and returned to Schaffhauſen. 

The next morning, September the 5th, I ſent to inform Bailiff F iſcher 
of what had paſt, adding, that though buſineſs required my preſence 
elſewhere, I ſhould wait his commands, and was ready to give him the 
ſatisfaction I ſuppoſed he would require, at any place out of Switzerland. 
Having done ſo, I ſet out for Baſill to get money from my banker there, 
for the payment of levy-money to the Duke of Wirtemberg, 75001. On 
my return, September the 8th, I got Bailiff F iſcher's anſwer, declining 
to meet me. 

The Abbe of Rheinau ſent my recruits from cows on the 5th of Sep- 
tember, who proceeded to Godmantingen and Singen; but not contented 
with that, he inſtituted a pretended proceſs againſt me; wherein, making 

Himſelf party witneſs and judge, he condemned me to pay, without ſo 
much as ſummoning me to anſwer, a hundred guineas, for the hoſtilities 
alledged to be committed by me in his territories. To complete the mat- 
ter, he ſeizcd hold of Lieutenant Alt, his effects and papers, threw him 
into priſon, and perſiſted in keeping him there, till ſuch time as I ſhould 
ſubmit to this ridiculous ſentence. This extortion was the more grievous 


to me, as one way or another, the good Abbe had already got from me 


the full value of 500i. This makes a ſeparate part of my hiſtory, which 
it is needleſs to enter into any farther, than to ſay, that Lieutenant Alt 
has been kept from that day to this, in priſon or arreſt, without its ha- 
ving been poſſible for me to get miniſters to take any one ſtep for the re- 
lief of a Pritifa ſubject, unjuſily — by ſo petty a prince as the 

Abbé of Rheinau. 
It had been my intention, on my arrival at Schaffhauſen, on the 3oth 
of Auguſt, to go and fetch my papers and effects from Bienne as ſoon as 
my 
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my men were muſtered, but I had found letters lying there from Colonel 
Braun and the magiſtrates of Bienne, informing me, that the ſtricteſt 
orders had been given throughout the cantons of Berne and Soleure, and 
the biſhopric of Pountue to ſeize hold of me wherever I ſhould be found, 
that my perfon was ſo deſcribed, that it would be impoffible for me to 
eſcape, if I attempted to paſs through them. There was no way of reach. 
ing Bienne, without paſſing one or the other. The magiſtrates v-hercof, 
further informed me, that though they had reſiſted the ſolicitations of 
the ambaſſador of France to ſearch my houſe, and ſcize hold of my do- 
meſtics and papers, yet they could not do fo long, now that the cantons 
of Zurich, Berne, and Soleure joined in theſe ſolicitations; they there- 
fore earneſtly conjured me not to come back again myſelf, and to give 
proper orders to my domeſtics to remove themſelves, as well for my 
own ſake as for theirs, who would be diſgraced, if forced to take any 
part againſt a perſon they had entered into private engagements with. 
Having papers at Bienne that would have involved every perſon I had 
any connection with in Switzerland; I was very much alarmed at this 
intelligence, and ſent immediate orders to the ſervant I confided in, to 
deftroy every paper I had there. There were ſome I wiſhed much to 
preſerve ; but it was impoſſible for me to allow a ſervant to examine all 
my letters and accounts, where other men's ſecrets were as well as 
my own, I therefore ordered them all to be put into the fire together, 
immediately on the receipt of my letter. 

Colonel Braun having made no mention of the canton of Baſill, taking 
any ſteps againſt me, and my friends in that place being of opinion there 
was no riſk in my coming there; I left Schaffhauſen on the 5th, as 
] ſaid before, with the intention of going to my banker's, Meſſrs. 
| Merian at Baſill; but upon reaching Rhinfelden, three leagues from it, 
on the 6th, I found a meſſage from Colonel Teiſchman and Mr. Merian, 
informing me of Paſill's having taken the ſame ſteps againſt me as the 
other cantons mentioned, and of orders being given to ſeize me at the 
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gates if I came that way, They therefore propoſed coming to me at 
Rhinfelden, inſtead of my proceeding to them at Baſill. 

Colonel Teiſchman and Mr. Merian accordingly came to me at Rhin- 
felden that evening, we ſettled the buſineſs of the money on the 7th, and 
the 8th I returned towards Schaffhauſen, that being the road for Stud- 
gart. Delays on the road prevented my reaching that place till the 1 2th. 
One of theſe delays proceeded from my receiving information on the 
road, that the regency of Stockart had put my men and officers under 
arreſt at Godmantingen and Singen, till ſuch time as the Emperors plea- 
fure reſpecting them ſhould be known, and warning me not to come 
there, leaſt I ſhould be likewiſe ſeized myſelf. This obliged me to make 
a circuit of twenty leagues through the worſt roads in Europe. 

On my return to Studgart, Mr. de Strahlendorf informed me the 
Duke of Wirtemberg had the day after my leaving it, ſent a great many 
officers recruiting through his dominions and neighbouring free towns, 
who had been fo ſucceſsful, that the Duke having now recruits ſufficient 
to ſupply their place, could give me 300 diſciplined ſoldiers, over and 
above the 700 in the pay of the Eaſt-India Company. I told him my 
orders at prefent were to raiſe no more men than thoſe I had already ; 
but that I hoped to prevail upon the Company to take them in lieu of 
thoſe who had been ſeized on the frontiers of Switzerland. Upon this 
Mr. de Strahlendorf told me the 700 men were ready to march when- 
ever I choſe, that two of the Captains were named, and the ſubalterns 
would be appointed in two days at fartheſt. Then he defired in the 
name of the Duke to know when J propoſed they ſhould march. I told 
him as ſoon as the miniſters of his Majeſty had obtained leave of paſ- 
' ſage from the different princes, whoſe territories I muſt paſs. That 
through the protection I was honoured with by his Serene Highneſs. 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, 1 had without the interpoſition of any 
miniſter, already obtained the leave wanted from every prince in the 
circle of Suabia, and his Majeſty's miniſters had given me to under- 
_ Rand the permiſſion of other princes would be obtained as ſoon: as it 
was 
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was formally aſked fas; but there were ſo many of them, and at ſuch 
a diſtance from one another, I could not hope the forms would be gone 
through in leſs than twenty or thirty days. Mr. de Strahlendorf faid, 
certainly not, but obſerved, that in ſuch caſes it was always adviſeable 
to put treaties into execution as ſoon as poſſible. E 

The ſettling of the officers who were to go with me took up ſeveral 
days. On the 18th, Monfieur de Moſheim informed me other diffi- 
culties had ariſen on the repreſentation of the French miniſter, Non. 
de Vibrais; on the 19th, that the Duke was inclined to break the 
treaty with me, and had appointed the next morning for my waiting 
upon him along with Monſieur de Strahlendorf, who would conduct me, 
en cachette, to his country retreat at Hokenheim. I accordingly waited 
on his Serene Highneſs at four o'clock in the morning. He was 
pleaſed to tell me, he was moſt extremely concerned at being under 
the neceſſity of ſtopping the men he had granted me, for that France 
had ſome how or another got intelligence of the treaty Mr. de Strah- 
| lendorf had ſigned with me, and had ſent orders to the miniſter at his 
court to make the ſtrongeſt repreſentations againſt it ; and to ſay, that 
if he did not immediately give aſſurances not a man ſhould march, the 
court of France would ſeize his province of Montbeliard in Alſace. His 
| Serene Highneſs told me, the revenues of that province brought him in 
2000l. a year, that I muſt fee it would be perfectly ridiculous for him 
to riſk that for 75col. but that if the King of Great Britain would 
guarantee it to him, he would ſurniſh him with four or five thouſand men 
immediately, to be employed wherever his majeſty ſhould judge proper. 
That he hoped if I carried a letter fignifying as much to my ſovereign, 
I would not object to the cancelling the treaty Mr. de Strahlendorf had 
ſigned with me. I replied, with the reſpect that became me, that I had 
a commiſñon from the India Company to raiſe a regiment for their ſer- 
vice, but none to diſpoſe of troops who had been near 2 month in her 
pay, that I could not conceive, that connected as his Serene Highneſs 
flood with the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and likely to be ſo in the ſame degree 


with 
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with the Emperor of Germany in the courſe of a few months, that 
France would venture to ſeize Montbeliard on account of his Serene 


Ilighneſs having furniſhed the Eat-India Company of England with 


troops deftined to oppoſe Hyder Ally, uſurper of the kingdom of Myſore, 
with whom the court of France had never fignified, 1 pretumed to his 
Highneſs her having any alliance. The Duke then told me, he would 
diſcharge the 700 men, and privately recommend their engaging with 
me at Hcilbron, where he knew I had a rendezvous, this would equally 


enſure the men for the ſervice of the Eafi-India Company, and at a fixth | 
part of the ſum I paid him for them. I acknowledged it would, and 
regretted extremely my having received orders on the 3zoth of Auguſt 


to raiſe no more men, whether my regiment was complete or not. 
On my return to Mr. de Moſheim, I informed him of what had paſt, 


and after conſulting him, wrote a very reſpectful letter to his Serene 
Highneſs, repeating what I had the honour of ſaying to him in perſon, 
and obſerving, that whatever weight the arguments his Serene Highneſs | 
made uſe of, were againſt making any treaty without including the gua- 
rantee of the province of Montbeliard, they did not apply to the cancel- 


ling of a treaty after it was ſigned. 
The Duke of Wirtemberg was fo. angry at the receipt of this letter, 


that he inftantly diſcharged the men in queſtion, and threatened not to 
give me the letter to his Majeſty as he had promiſed, without I conſent- 


ed to give up the treaty Mr. de Strahlendorf had ſigned with me. 
Monſieur de Moſheim obſerved to me, that the treaty now the 
men were gone, was mere waſte paper, that could anſwer no other pur- 
poſe than my juſtification, that copies certified by him, would anſwer 
the ſame effect, and | might be blamed at home for refuſing to bring an 


engagement from the Duke for four or five thouſand men that he offered 
me. [I could not but acknowledge the truth of theſe reflexions, and 


agreed to give up the treaty, if the Duke ſent me a letter to his Ma- 
jeſty, the purport of which J put upon paper for fear of miſtakes. 
Upen which the Duke returned me the pay he had received, and a 
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ſealed letter for his Majeſty, which I brought ftrait to Las. and 


delivered to Lord Stormont. Some days afterwards his Lordſhip aſſured 
me there was not a word in it correſpondent to the engagement his 
Serene Highneſs had entered into with me that there ſhould be. 

In my way home, I ſtopped a day at Bonne, and defired Mr. Heath- 
cote to certify to Sir Robert Murray Keith, the King's miniſter at Vienna, 
that I had brought him a letter from Lord Stormont ſome months 
before, and ſhewed him one directed to Sir Robert at Vienna, which J 
had been obliged to deſtroy amongf other papers at Bienne. I wrote 
muyſelf at the ſame time, and entreated him to procure the enlargement 
of my men ſeized by the regency of Stockart. Not long after my return 
to London, I got his anſwer, telling me, that though he had received 
a duplicate of the letter Lord Stormont had given me, he could make 
no application about my men ſeized by the regency of Stockart till fur- 
ther orders; I applied for ſuch to Lord Stormant, but could obtain no 
other ſatisfaction, than that my regiment was a private affair between 
the Eaſt-India Company and me. And finding there was no other means 
of obtaining the releaſe ef my officers and men, than by ſubmitting to 
the extortion of the regency of Stockart, and commandant of Conſtance, 
I paid eleven hundred guineas for that purpoſe. 

The counſel I have conſulted on this buſineſs, have given their opi- 
nion, that this expence muſt, in fri# lat, fall upon me; I cannot ſay I 
apprehended it would when I paid it; but I ſhould have equally done 
| ſo, had I known it would, for I had much rather be ruined altogethcr, 
than have my name quoted in foreign countries, for having drawn gen- 
tlemen and others into the ſervice of Britzin, and leaving them after- 
wards to die for went in a jail : as fix officers and upwards of a hun- 
dred men muſt have done, if I had not paid this money. 

I applicd to Lord Hilſborough, in whoſe department Switzerland | 18, 
beſeeching his Lordſhip to take ſuch ſieps, public or private, as his Lordft.p 
ſhould judge proper, to prevent the rigour of ex po? fafto law being put in 
execution againſt my officers at Berne. The Chairmen of the 8 pany 


L ned 
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had done the ſame before my arrival in London, without effect. I repreſented 


to his Lordſhip, that Major Muller, Captain D'Erlach, Lieutenants Murèt 


and Hernan, were in priſon, the two latter, as Colonel Braun had informed 


me, in great danger of death, the fate of the firſt very doubtful, and 


that a private letter to any one man of conſequence at Perne would 


ſave them all. Lord Hillſborough ſaid, he knew no one there, I intreat- 


ed him to write to Colonel Braun, who being of one of the firſt families 


at Berne himſelf, and connected by marriage with all the reſt, would 


_ eaſily find means of letting Lord Hillſborough's wiſhes be underſtood, 
without his Lordſhip's name appearing in the leaſt ; his Lordſhip replied, 


he could not write to Colonel Braun on this buſineſs; I defired leave to 
write myſelf, he ordered me not, and ſaying they were Swiſs ſubjects, gave 
me to underſtand, that if Bailiff Fiſcher's kind intentions of ſending me 
to Berne had ſucceeded, he could have taken no ſtep to prevent my ſutfer- 


ing along with them. 
. made repeated applications of the ſame nature to Land Amherſt, 


the ſubſtance of them 1s in the copy annexed, of a letter addreſſed to his 
Lordſhip, to which I received an anſwer, and as his Lordſhip has fince 


been ſo good as to recommend me to the Chairmen of the Eaſt-India 
Company, I preſume, no doubt, of the facts ſtated therein, being ſtrictly 
true, can exiſt in the mind of any one who gives himſelf the trouble to 
read it. | 

All my officers mentioned in this narrative have been baniſhed. Ma- 


| jor Muller fined 7ool.. Captain D'Erlach gool. Lieutenants Muret and 


Hernan 2001. each, Lieutenants D*Arnine, Foulon, Curtat, and Ro- 


darker were fortunate enough to eſcape, no judgment has therefore paſſed 


againſt them; but they cannot return to their own country without 
being tried, and probably condemned to the ſame penalties. 
The caſe of Major Muller is moſt particularly hard, he had lands 


worth from ſix to eight thouſand pounds. Upon his baniſhment the 


ſtate ſcized thereon for payment of the penalty; all his creditors came 
upon 
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upon it in like manner, and it is likely to be ſold at half value, his 
wife, two ſons, and three daughters thrown pennyleſs on the world. 
All theſe gentlemen, but Monſieur D' Erlach are without hopes and 
reſources from any one but me, I have hitherto ſupported them to the 


utmoſt of my abilities, both thoſe who are with me, and thoſe who 


have not come to England, and I am ſure any one who reads this nar- 
rative muſt have thought me a brute if I had not done fo, till the Com- 


pany determined what to do for them, longer exceeds my means; nor 


do I conceive it poſſible that the Company, after examining this buſi- 
buſineſs to the bottom, ſhould leave ſo heavy a duty upon an individual 
who has undoubtecly done his utmoſt to fulfil the commiſſion he was 
intruſted with, had executed what lay upon him to do, and would have 


brought the regiment to Britain long before the fleet ſailed for India, not- 


withſtanding all the difficulties he had to overcome; if his Majeſty's mi- 


niſters had, according to their engagement, protected the levy after it was 


made, or the Chairmen of the India Company had not given ſuch orders 


do the gentlemen they ſent to muſter it in Germany, as from the nature 
of the thing were impoſſible to be complied with — | 


1 may leave it to the determination of any fair man, who reads the 


contract, whether the plain interpretation of it is not, that I ſhould have 
to the 27th of Auguſt to raiſe the men in; whereas the letter of the 
| Chairmen to me, and the inſtructions given by them to Mr. Toone, in 


fact cut off near a month of the time allotted for my compleating the 


levy, even according to the ſtrict words of the contract, which I had the 


moſt poſitive promiſe ſhould not be infifted on. Little reaſoning is ne- 


ceſſary to make this apparent. 


If Meſſrs. Bethman had for once overlooked the rule of hate houſe, 
and actually accepted my bill in favour of Mr. de Strahlendorf, inſtead 
of ſending him word it was good; I ſhould have got to Schaff hauſen 
on the 26th of Auguſt, and have immediately tendered to Mr. Toone 
for muſter, the men I had left in the neighbourhood of Schaffhauſcn, as 
well as thoſe obtained from the Duke of Wirtemberg at Lauffen, near 

50 
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50 leagues nearer England. Captain Toone might have muſtered on 
the 27th, either the men at Godmantingen and Singen, or thoſe at Rheinau, 
but the diſtance would not have permitted him to muſter both in the 
ſame day, far leſs could he have muſtered thoſe at Lauffen ; yet his or- 
ders were poſitive not to muſter a man after the 27th. Had my men 
been all raiſed on the 17th, when Captain Toone arrived at Schaff hauſen, 
it would not have been poſſible, confidering the diſtance the different 
parties would have been at to muſter the whole of them in leſs than 
fifteen days; ſo that had I been on the ſpot when he arrived, it would 
| have been equally out of his power to muſter the whole battalion ; and 
my arrival on the zoth, inſtead of the 26th, as I propoſed, would at 
the utmoſt have enabled Captain Toone to muſter no more than eighty 
men. Vet, I preſume, there can be no doubt that had I tendered for muſter 
eight hundred and fifty men on the 26th of Auguſt, inſtead of the zoth, 
my engagement would have been ſtrictly executed; and though Captain 
Toone muſt have equally obeyed his inſtructions in not muſtering a man 
after the 27th, the failure would clearly have been 1n the „ and 
2 not in me. 

This leads me to conſider what could induce the Chairmen to give in- 
ſtructions ſo contrary to the promiſes they had made me, and ſo prejudi- 
cial to the real intereſts of the Company. It is apparent, that when 
they ſent Captain Toone, they thought the Company had no occaſion 

for all the troops they had contraded for, and wiſhed to get rid of 
mine; which they were made to imagine, were leſs likely to be raiſed, 
and leſs fit for the ſervice of the Company than others which they 
expected. They were miſtaken in both facts. On the zoth of Auguſt, I 
had at my different rendez vouſes (beſides thoſe which had been taken from 
me) 850 as good troops as any in Europe, ready to march for England, 
as ſoon as his Majeſty's Miniſters performed their engagement of obtaining 
a free paſſage for them, from the different princes, through whoſe terri- 
tories they muſt proceed. At this time the firſt battalion of Hanoverians, 
as they are called, was not complete; and of the ſecond, not two hun- 


ered 


( 41 ) 
dred were raiſed as I paſſed through Franckfort on the 27th of Septem- 
ber. The whole were not compleated time enough to reach Britain befc re 
the middle of February, no part of it has yet failed for India, and the whole 
ic not yet arrived in England, though we are far advanced in the month of 
April. I might urge, that a regiment, compoſcd of Engliſh and Swiſs officers, 
and of well diſciplined ſoldiers, levied partly in Switzerland and partly in 
| Suabiz, was as well intitled to ſome months grace and favour, as regiments 
compoſed of raw men, picked up through the different free towns in Ger- 
many by Hanoverian officers, and that, had it been granted, the protection 
and letters Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick honoured me with in the month 
of Auguſt, by his Secretary, Mr. Schwartz and Captain Grabarol], 
would have procured me double the number of men I had contrafted 
to raiſe before the end of November, as J have very ſufficient proof 
of. But it is unneceflary for me to do fo, ſince the only * be- 
tween the Company and me is of three days. 
Were the late Miniſters of his Majeſty ſtill in office, I ſhould feel 
much leſs regret than I now do, at being under the neceflity of making ap- 
parent to thoſe whom it concerns, the real cauſe of my regiment's not | 
being ſuffered to reach Britain, 
1 ſhould then without ſcruple have loaded them with the reproaches 
they deſerve at my hands; at preſent I am ſomewhat checked by 
the idea, that thoſe who know me not, may imagine I ſhould have 
been more ſparing in my terms, if theſe men had not been already 
_ diſgraced. I flatter myſelf, however, that no one who reads my letter 
to Lord Amherſt, and hears what pafled between Lord Stormont and 
me, as ſoon as I returned to England, which 1 thought it my duty 
to relate to Mr. Sullivan and Sir William James the next day, can think 
me baſe enough to ſay more at this moment than I ſhould have done, 
if they had been ſtill in power. Such of them as have endeavoured to 
make amends, or have only expreſſed ſorrow for the diſtreſs they have 
brought on me and my officers, I ſhall not preſs upon. 


M At 
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The Cauſe of the Regiment's not reaching England. 


At the end of March, Mr. Devaynes, then Chairman of the India 
Company, applied to government for Britiſh troops, miniſters not ha- 
ving the number required, offered to ſupply the deficiency, either with the 
troops of German princes, or with thoſe I propoſed to raiſe in Switzerland. 
Neither Lord Amherſt nor Mr. Devaynes, from whom I have theſe 
fats, informed me what number of foreign troops the Company agreed 
to make uſe of; and it is but lately that J have received certain informa- 
tion, that two thouſand was the utmoſt of ſuch troops the Company 
thought it prudent to employ in India. 

Mr. Devaynes laid the anſwer of Government before the Court of Di- 
rectors, which made option of the troops of German . in the — 
ning of April. 
Notwith ſtanding which option, Goverament, © on the. 2 3d of April re- 


commended the acceptance of the Swiſs to the Chairmen of the Com- - 


pany. This recommendation of his Majeſty's Miniſters did not pro- 


ceed ſo much from preference of the Swiſs, or from favour to me, as 


from neceſſity, for they found upon examination, that though they had 
| offered the troops of German princes, they had none at their diſpoſal. 
Upon the 27th of April, the Chairmen accepted and figned my pro- 


poſals, which the Commander in Chief had again recommended that 
very morning. 


On the 7th- of May, the Secretaries of State refuſed me the ſmall 
degree of covert aſfiftance which I had been made to expect, while my 
propoſals were under diſcuſſion of the Cabinet, though one of them, Lord 
Stormont, acknowledged it was not probable my levy would ſucceed 
without the aſſiſtance I required. 

It is my buſineſs to explain whence aroſe this change of diſpoſi- 
tion towards me in the Cabinet. It cannot be ſuppoſed that miniſters, 
at a time when the fate of India was repreſented to depend on the num- 
ber of foreign troops to be ſent there by the next fleet, could be fo very 


wicked 
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wicked and abſurd as to recommend a levy to the Eaſt India Company, 
they did not mean to give ſome degree of countenance to, or thought not 
likely to fucceed ; ſomething new muſt have occurred that occaſioned a 
change of opinion in the cabinet. 

In the interim of the 23d of Abril, when government had recommended 

the Swiſs levy, and the 7th of May, * when miniſters refuſed to give it ei- 
ther ſupport or countenance, General Freytag's propoſals arrived for raiſing 
2000 men in the free towns in Germany by Hanoverian officers. Reaſons 
extraneous to my ſubje& required that the cabinet ſhould accept of theſe 
propoſals, and as-the number of foreigners agreed to be employed by the 
Company was only 2000, the Swiſs were to be got rid of. I have before 
taken notice of the information given me ſo early as the 20th of May, 
that the offers of General Freytag were actually accepted. But no men- 
tion was made of them to the Company till advice had been received 
of my arrival in Switzerland. Then they were brought forwards, and 
the Company deceived by ſalſe repreſentations, forced to accept theſe troops 
| to the prejudice of the Swiſs, whom the Chairmen were left to get rid 
of in any manner they could. 

I left England on the 7th of June, General Richard Smith got intelli- 
gence of the buſineſs I waz gone to Switzerland upon, and meeting Sir 
William James in the Houlſz of Commons, made uſe of feveral argu- 

ments 


There is one circumitance that will tend to fix the exact time of General Freytag's 
arrival; my memorandums were ſent according to the orders of Lord Amherſt, to the 
Secretaries of State, on the 2d of May. On the 5th I received Lord Stormont's letters 
to miniſters in Germany ſealed, As I returned to England, I took the liberty of aſking 
one of them what were the contents of the letter I had brought him, who told me there 
was ſoracthing very odd in it for a letter of buſineſs. The nature of my commiſſion was 
explained, and he ordered to give me © every afſitance in his power ;” but. that theſe words 
were ſcratched through, and others ſuhſtituted in their place, which, had. he not been con- 
vinced it was impoilbie minifters would fend any one on ſuch an errand, without mean- 
ing to give hin ine ſupport, be ſhould not have thought himſelf at liberty to take auy 
notice of me at all. From whence I conclude, that the letter was wrote as foon as my 


memorancums were reccived, and the eraſure made upon the receipt of Mr. Freytag's 
propoſals. 
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ments and repreſentations againſt the Company's employing troops of 
that country, which he finiſhed by deſiring Sir William to obſerve he 
entered his proteſt againſt the meaſure. Sir William James defired the 
General to obſerve in turn that he made this proteſt on the 26th of June, 
two months after the agreement for raiſing Swiſs troops had been ſigned ; 
this fact J have from Sir William James. 
Some days afterwards General Smith waited on Mr. Jenkinſon, late 
Secretary at War, with the like repreſentations againſt employing Swils 
troops; Mr. Jenkinſon artfully coinciding with the reaſons ſtated by 
General Smith againſt the Swiſs, obſerved that the Company wanted 
more troops than it was poſſible for Government to give from Britain, 
and vaunting the goodneſs and diſcipline of Hanoverian troops as well as 
their connection with this country, hoped the General would not have 
the ſame objection againſt them as againſt the Swiſs ; General Smith | 
ſaying, that if he could be certain of the ſoldiers being Hanoverians as 
well as the officers, he ſhould be ſatisfied, as they were the next beſt to 
Britiſh. Mr. Jenkinſon aſſured him he might depend upon it. And 
upon this, General Smith agreed not to oppoſe the raifing of the Hano- 

verians at the India Houſe, and Mr. Jenkinſon, that the Swijs ue 
not be employed, This fact I have from General Smith.“ 

Thus, at the very time I was exerting myſelf to render what I had ſome 
reaſon to think ſervice of no ſmall moment to my country and the Eaſt- 
India Company, and engaging gentlemen of the firſt families and diſtinc- 
tion in Switzerland, to hazard, their lives and fortunes, quit all proſpects 
in their own country, and refuſe the offers of Holland for the ſervice of 
England, the very miniſters who had ſent me on this errand were 
entering into engagements at home to defeat my purpoſe; and the Chair- 
men of the India Company in a manner forced to give ſuch orders to their 


Muſter 


For fear of miſtakes in a matter of ſuch moment to me, I put the General's words 
upon paper the mement after I left him, „“ At the diſtance of ſeveral months, I can- 

not pretend to recollect the very wards of Mr. Jenkinſon, but I certainly left him with 
« the impreſſion that the Swiſs troops ſhould not be employed.” 
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Muſter-Maſter as muſt neceilarily prevent my regiment though raiſed, 
from ever reaching Britain. 

As ſoon as this reſolution was taken againſt me, reports were circula- 
ted by the hirelings of adminiſtration, that miniſters never confidered the 
levy of the Swiſs as feafible, and had done all in their power to prevent 
Mr. Sullivan and Sir William James from accepting of my offers. Both 
theſe aſſertions are equally falſe, I was ſcarce acquainted with either of 
_ theſe gentlemen, and had never ſo much as ſeen Mr. Sullivan when go- 


vernment deſired him to accept of my propoſals; and as to the ideas mini- 


ſtry might then entertain of the probability of my ſucceeding in the 
levy propoſed, I beg leave to repeat the words Lord Amherſt made 
uſe of, when I informed his Lordſhip of the Chairmen's having figned 
with me, Send me information from Switzerland of your proceed> 


* ings, becauſe there is the greateſt probability, in caſe of the Swiſs being 


4 as well inclined to our ſervi ice as you ſuppoſe, of your being * 
« to raiſe the whole number you offered.” 
Lord Stormont has indeed dared to tell me, ſince my return from Swit- 
zerland, that his Majeſty's miniſters had neither examined nor recommend- 
ed my propoſals to the Eaſt-India Company, and that he was extremely 
furpriſed and very ſorry to hear from the Chairmen that they had ac ually 
ſigned with me. My reply at the moment was, When one of the 
Cabinet aſſerts the very reverſe of two others in the ſame high depart- 
“ ment, what can a private man do, but lift up his hands and eyes to hea- 
&« ven, and afk what crime he has committed that he ſhould be brought 
« among ſuch a ſet of men?” As to the firft part of his Lordfhip's aſ- 
ſertion, let Lord Amherſt (who preſſed me, at the deſire of Lord: Stor- 
mont, to name as many Scotch and Dutch officers in my regiment as poſſi- 
ble) anſwer for me, as well as the minutes of the conference of the Ca- 
binet, with the Chairmen, at which Lord Stormont was preſent: 
but as to the ſecond part, I give his Lordſhip moſt entire credit; 
he was, I dare ſay, moſt extremely ſorry that the Chairmen had not fore- 
ſeen the arrival of Gene. a Freytag, and had not therefore delayed paying 


N. the 
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the ſame attention to the recommendation of the cabinet on my propoſals 
as they had uniformly done to every other. Had General Freytag's pro- 
poſals for raiſing Hanoverian battalions been laid before the cabinet at the 
fame time with mine for raifing Swiſs, I ſhould have thought, that con- 
netted as Hanover ſtands with this country, it was but reaſonable to give 
them the preference, but whatever attention it is proper and politic for 
the miniſters of this country to ſhew that part of his Majeſty's dominions, 
ſurely it could not be neceflary to make a ſacrifice of Swiſs gentlemen, 
who preferred the ſervice of this country to that of any other. My o- 
fers were accepted and ſigned, before thoſe of General Freytag were made. 
In theſe circumſtances Honeſt Men would have thought it neceflary to 
ſupport an engagement they had entered into, Wiſe Men, if ſubſequent 
offers appeared preferable to them, would have obtained his conſent to 
cancel that which they wiſhed to get rid of before more miſchicf was 
done, but Theſe, as void of common humanity and feeling as of ſenſe and 
_ underſtanding, determined without any remorſe, not only to facrifice ſeve- 
ral Britiſh ſubjects, who earneſtly wiſhed to diſtinguiſh themſelves in the 
ſervice of their country, but to permit foreigners to be drawn into the 
ſame ſnare, and in return for the preference they gave this country to 
France and Holland, allow them to. riſk death or priſon, penury and 
want, after it was reſolved the levy ſhould not take place. Of what con- 
ſequence was the fate of ſubjects or well-wiſhers of this country to 
miniſters who flattered themſelves, that as there was no proof of their in- 
terference under their own hands the raiſing of a regiment at 300 leagues 
diſtance, would paſs in the world as a private affair between the Eaſt- 
India Company anda Mr, Erſkine. Weak and ſhallow men ! Who think 
in matters of ſuch importance words will efface ſubſtance, that a Company, 
which keeps 100, ooo men in the field can be diſtinguiſhed from the nation 
to which it belongs. 

The court of France viewed my levy in the ſame light as the miniſters 
of this country had done, before private and dirty conſideration of emo- 


lument to individuals made them affect another language. 5 
e he 
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The miniſters of France foreſaw that one regiment raiſed in Switzer- 
land, more would neceſſarily follow, and that Britain would leſſen there- 
by the reſeources of France at the ſame time that ſhe increaſed her own. 
No ſooner did they perceive that the perſon cmployed to make this levy, 
took ſuch means and precautions as muſt inſure ſucceſs, if not thwarted by 
them, than they laboured to diſappoint him, the fame as if the fate of the 
war had depended upon it; every canton was preſſed to the utmoſt, mo- 
ney diſtributed in ſuch as ſeemed inclined to favour me, Governors of 
Provinces bribed to betray me ; and theſe means failing, two of the can- 
tons were urged to march an armed body into free ſtates, and to ſeize 
my unarmed men by force. After which circular letters were wrote by 
the Ambaſſador to every canton, thanking them in the name of the King 
of France for the vigour which they had exerted to prevent a levy 
contradictory to the ſpirit of the alliance between that crown and 


the ſtates of Switzerland. 


Conſidering the pains taken by France to prev ent my ſucceſs, 1 mould 7 
| have felt no ſhame at failing, even if the miniſters of my own country 
had given me all the ſupport in their power, but they joining with 


the enemies of England to cruſh an individual thereof, I may claim 


ſome degree of merit in having overcome the difficulties both threw in 
my way. My levy was made before the 27th of Auguſt, and the diſ- 
grace of lofing them nn. does not belong to me, but to thoſe who 
deſerted me. 
It is now, I underſtand given out that my regiment was never raiſed, 
but of that I have every proof poſſible, and deſire to be judged only as 
that proof may be ſatisfactory or not; but it is true, that though more 
than the number engaged for, were raiſed before the 27th of Auguſt, 
none were tendered to be muſtered till the zoth of Auguſt, and then only 
850. The cauſes of this are explained in the foregoing part of this nar- 
rative. | 
Having, I ſhould preſume, ſheryn to the ſatisfadtion of every unpreju- 
diced man that I have, bona fide, executed my part of the contract, and that 
my 


1 

my regiment was prevented reaching England by tlie deſertion of his 
Majeſty's miniſters, who were reſolved that it ſhould not get there, who 
took no ſteps to protect the Swiſs officers they had allowed me to draw in 
either to obtain their releaſe from priſon when they were threatened with 
death, or employment when they eſcaped, who ſeemed to have little otber 
regret upon this buſineſs, than that they and I were not hanged together 
for facts executed by their orders; it may not be improper for me to go a 
ſtep farther, and ſhew what they ſuppoſed Hanoverian troops were, for 
whom we were ſacrificed, 

I have no doubt that General Smith delivered his real ſentiments of | 
Swils troops to the Secretary at War, and whether he was founded there - 
in or not, it was his duty to ſtate them to thoſe at the helm; that gen- 
tleman will probably be ſurpriſed when he learns that the effe& of his re- 

_ preſentations has been to load the Company with the very kind of troops 

he purpoſed to get rid of, and to make the Company looſe the ſervice of 

ſuch troops as Lam ſure he would have approved of, if he had ever ſeen 
The troops called Swiſs, that ſerved in India while General Smith was 
gaining ſo great reputation and fortune there, were commanded by very 
gallant gentlemen, whoſe ſervices will not be denied either by General Smith 
or any other officer who has had the good fortune of being acquainted 
with them, but of the ſoldiers, I may venture to aflert there were not fifty 
Swiſs amongſt them. Theſe troops conſiſted of independent companies, 
raiſed by Swiſs officers in the free towns of Germany. And notwith- 
ſtanding the aſſurances given General Smith by Mr. Jenkinſon, the fo- 
reign troops gone, or going to India, are exactly of the ſame kind. 


They were all picked up (as I am ready to prove). by. Hanoverian officers 


in the different free towns up and down Germany, raw and undiſciplined 
men; I will go farther, and aſſert that I have it on the very beſt authority, 
that the Elector and Regency of Hanover, ſtipulated from the com- 
mencement, that there ſhould not be a Hanoverian ſoldier in either 
regiment; on my return through Germany. I ſaw officers of the ſecond 

| battalion 
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battalion recruitin g in every free town I paſſed through, from them I 
learned that they wanted more than 800 men to be complete, and not- 


withſtanding the conſequence this levy was repreſented of to the fate of 


India, the battalion was not complete till the middle of January, nor in 
England time enough to ſail with the fleet ; this was owing to the parſi- 
mony with which the levy was conducted. The bounty-money given by 
the Company, was 71. 7s. yet the Major of the ſecond battalion told me at 


Frankfort, on the 27th of September, that he had a fortnight before, been 


offered 500 good troops, at 51. 5s. a man, which he was anxious to ac- 


cept of, but upon acquainting the commanding officer at Hanover, he 


had received the moſt poſitive orders upon no account whatever, to give 
more than 3l. 8s. per man. Theſe are the troops General Smith agreed 


not to oppoſe upon the aſſurances of the Secretary at War, that every man 
| ſhould be Hanoverian ; theſe are the troops for whom a regiment compoſed 


partly of Swiſs Militia, and partly of n _— all r 


for two years before were ſacrificed. 


General Smith imagined the troops l had to raiſe would mutiny or 


deſert to the country powers in India; public virtue, therefore, prompted 
him to make repreſentations againſt employing them, though he knew the 


agreement for raiſing them had been ſigned with me two months before, 
and that I was acting thereon : Surely private virtue ought to have 


prompted him, when he found his opinion of ſo much weight with the 


Secretary at War, to repreſent that engagements with individuals ought 
not to be ſet aſide without thoſe individuals being informed thereof, and 
indemnified of the loſſes they might ſuſtain thereby. And I cannot 
but wonder that a man of the General's perſpicuity did not foreſee that 
one ſo ready as the Secretary at War to break a formal contract entered 
into with me, might not be very ſcrupulous in adhering to the aſſurances 
given him, which, if evaded, the Company would be ſaddled with thoſe 
very kind of troops the virtue of General Smith roſe up in arms againſt, 
and his repreſentations be attended with no other advantage than the ruin 
of a man formerly in ſome degree of intimacy with him, 

0 Mr. 


1 
Mr. Jenkinſon, who from his ſituation could not be ignorant of the 
ſtipulation made by the regency of Hanover, that no ſubject of the Elec- 
torate ſhould be inliſted in theſe regiments, I dare ſay laughed in his 
ſleeve at the credulity of General Smith, and prided himſelf in the inno- 
cent deceit that prevented a favourite meaſure ſrom being oppoſed at the 
India-Houſe. 

Relying upon the honour of the Eaſt- India Company of England, I 
| have no doubt, that when theſe facts are properly inveſtigated and under- 
ſtood, I ſhall find both the Directors and Proprietors as anxious as my- 
ſelf to provide for officers whom the deceit practiſed on me has led into 


ruin; and thereby reſcue the reputation of the Company, as well as 
mine, from diſgrace in foreign countries, 


(£83 


Copy of a Letter to Lord AMHERST. 


: Ranclagh, Nov. 2, 1781. 
N * L O R D, 


1 DID myſelf the honour of waiting upon your Lordſhip, in con- 
| ſequence of your note of the 27th ult. as ſoon as your Lordſhip returned 
to town, and was much mortified to find from Mr. Morſe that poffibly 
I might not be admitted before you went back to the country. I am 
ſorry to be ſo troubleſome, but, as I apprehend my letter to the Chairmen 
of the Eaſt-India Company was too ill expreſſed for your Lordſhip to un- 
derſtand the nature of the alternative propoſed to them therein, I am 
under the neceſſity of troubling you with an explanation by letter, ſince 
I cannot have the opportunity of doing ſo in perſon. 
I was informed, that during my abſence from Britain an act c. parlia- 


ment paſſed, enabling the Eaſt-India Company to have a depot © r tas 


thouſand men in Britain. The form theſe troops were to be modslled in 
1 underſtood was left to the Company. But, if I conceive your Lordſhip's 
note aright, my information was erroneous ; though his Majeſty's miniſters 
confider the raiſing of a regiment of foreigners to have been quite a pri- 
vate affair between the Eaſt- India Company and me, it is the King's 
miniſters alone who are to decide on the proper mode of forming thoſe 
troops which parliament has enabled the Eaſt-India Company to raiſe in 
his Majeſty's dominions. 

I hope your Lordſhip will have the goodneſs to pardon the error [ 
have been led into by falſe information, of propoſing an alternative of this 
nature to the Eaſt- India Company; with your Lordſhip's permiſfion I 
ſhall, at your next return from the country, lay before you my propoſed 

alternative 


alternative for indemnifying the Company, my officers, and myſelf, from 
the loſſes we have ſuſtained from want of ſupport from his Majeſty's 
miniſters, which I intreat your Lordſhip to communicate to the reſt of 
them as ſoon as poffible. 

I rely upon your Lordſhip's honour and juſtice to repreſent unto them, 
that though, officially ſpeaking, the contract the Company entered into 
with me may be ſtiled a private affair, yet it ſhould be remembered, that 
my propoſals, on which the contract was founded, were made to his 
| Majeſty, and had been recommended by his Miniſters to the Eaſt-India 
Company, and that I conſented to fign with the Chairmen thereof, from 
underſtanding your Lordſhip engaged that they would act by me and 
thoſe engaged with me in the ſame liberal manner as his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters have ever been accuſtomed to do with individuals; eſpecially that 

I ſhould be protected from ſuch cavils of law as an officer can ſcarce be 
' ſuppoſed capable of guarding againſt. Such, I preſume, every officer 
muſt think that argument to be, which the Chairmen ſeem inclined to 
make uſe of, now that his Majeſty's miniſters appear to bave withdrawn 
their protection from me and my deſerted officers. | 
Was I troubling your Lordſhip on my own account only, I ſhould 
not dare to repreſent to you one half of thoſe circumſtances which the 
honour of my country, as well as that which is perſonal to me, demand 

at my hands, in behalf of thoſe unfortunate men, whoſe lives are ſtill in 

danger, and whoſe whole property and expectations in their own country 
are already facrificed by their endaavours to be of ſervice to this. Let 
me beſeech of your Lordſhip's humanity to conſider and repreſent to 
the reſt of his Majeſty's minifters, what foreign nations will think and 
ſay, when it ſhall be known that they would neither repreſent againſt 
the injuſtice of trying men by laws made ſubſequent to the facts my 
officers ſtand accuſed of, nor even privately intercede that the rigour of 
ſuch law ſhould not be exerted againſt them. Theſe men are, it is true, 
ſubjects of the ſtates about to judge them, but they are in the ſervice of 
Britain; and it can ſcarce be believed that the minſters of this country 
will 


( > 3 


will take no ſtep to ſave their lives, and heſitate at giving them aſſurance 
of employment if they ſhould be fortunate enough to eſcape, under the 
pretence that the concerns of the Eaſt- India Company are entirely of a 
private nature. Foreigners will never be able to underſtand a diſtinction 
which it is difficult for an Engliſhman to comprehend ! 

I intreat your Lordſhip's directions what anſwer I am! to make to 
theſe ruined men when they call upon me as a gentleman to ſay, whe- 
ther my regiment was raiſed with or without the concurrence of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters ?. And to declare what had paſſed between your Lord- 
ſhip and me relating to this buſineſs? Will your Lordſhip be cruel 
enough to deny that I repreſented to you 1 had not the ſame confidence 
in the miniſters of the Eaſt-India Company as in thoſe of his Majeſty ; 
that 1 had no authority from gentlemen of the country you was ſending. 
me to for ſigning articles with Mr. Sullivan and Sir William James; 

and that I could only do fo from underſtanding and truſting that it was 

the ſame thing as if I had had the honour of ſigning with your Lord- 

ſhip. Your Lordſhip knows,. that though no abſolute promiſe thereof 
was made me, I was given to underſtand, that as ſoon as my regiment 
was actually raiſed, the cloak of the Eaſt- India Company's name ſhould: 
be thrown aſide, and the regiment have the honour of ſe ſerving the King 
the ſame as if it had been raiſed in his Majeſty's name. 

And ſuppoſing your Lordſhip's commands ſhould force me to filence 
on what has paſſed between us in private, what anſwer am J to give 
to gentlemen ignorant of the ways of this country, when aſked, whether 
the King's miniſters have not influence enough with the Eaſt- India Com- 
pany to perſuade them to do juſtice ? Muſt I ſay that they have not, or 
that they will not exert it in favour of foreigners who have loſt their all 
by preferring the ſervice of this country to that of France or Holland? 

Three of my officers have avoided the ſnares that were laid for them 
and myſelf; two have eſcaped from priſon ; they are all on their road 
to England: Are they to ſtarve when they come? Not while I 
have bread to give them: but the little means I have will not ſupport 


them long. 
P protc 


(8 
I proteſt to your Londſhip, that had I been the only ſufferer in this 
affair, I ſhould ſcarce have complained, even to your Lordſhip ; but my 
duty and honour require I ſhould Kate the caſe of my officers in the 
moſt forcible, though reſpeAful, language I can find words to expreſs 
myſelf in. Should my warmth in their cauſe have hurried me too far, 
I truſt in your Lordſhip's goodneſs to pardon me, and to make allowances 
for the feelings I muſt neceſſarily have on finding myſelf fo unexpectedly 


denied by his Majeſty's miniſters, and likely thereby to have the ruin of 
ſo many gallant men laid at my door. 


T have the honour to be, 
With the greateſt reſpect, 
2 our Lordfbip's . 
My oft obedient, 
And mof humble ſervant, 


To the Right Honourable Lord Amherſt, = 
Commander in Chief, &c. &c. &c, 
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